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POLITICS 


Who’s Behind a Constitutional Convention? 
by C. Mitchell Shaw — Though it may seem as if conservative, 
pro-American groups are behind the movement to alter the U.S. 
Constitution, the deep pockets are provided by globalists. 
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POLITICS 


Evidence of American POWs in the Soviet Union 
by R. Cort Kirkwood — In May, Pentagon officials claimed they 
had no evidence showing that Korean War-era U.S. soldiers were 
imprisoned by the Soviet Union — a statement that was a lie. 


SCIENCE 


Nuclear Fusion: Electrical Energy for 

the Future or Just Another Boondoggle? 

by Ed Hiserodt — For decades scientists have promised us fusion 
power — clean, reliable, and limitless — usually just 30 years or 
so in the future. Are we finally on our way? 
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BOOK REVIEW 


Dershowitz Opposes 

Criminalizing Political Differences 

by Steve Byas — Longtime liberal stalwart and lawyer Alan 
Dershowitz believes that calls to impeach Trump are a political 
exercise and, if followed to conclusion, could be dangerous. 


HISTORY — PAST AND PERSPECTIVE 


Evidence of POWs From Vietnam 

by R. Cort Kirkwood — After the end of the Vietnam War, it 

was widely accepted that the United States had left many POWs 
behind. High-ranking members of government said no, despite the 
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Correcting a Citation 


The June 4, 2018 issue of THE NEW 
AMERICAN contains an excellent article 
entitled “Propaganda: Fight for the Minds 
of Children,” by Dennis Behreandt. 

However there is an errant claim. A ci- 
tation on page 34 refers to comments that 
Hitler made while in conversation with 
“Herman Rauschnigg.” But the conversa- 
tion probably never happened. The per- 
son Behreandt refers to is actually Her- 
mann Rauschning, the former National 
Socialist president of the Danzig Senate, 
who fell out with the party shortly before 
WWIL, went west, and wrote up his sup- 
posed private conversations with Hitler in 
a book. The book was variously entitled 
Conversations With Hitler or The Voice 
of Destruction. 

An article in the German newsmaga- 
zine Der Spiegel, published in 1985, con- 
tained the research of a German-Swiss 
teacher named Wolfgang Hanel, who un- 
covered the fact that these reminiscences 
are invented. Dr. Rauschning had two — 
not hundreds of — meetings with Hitler, 
neither of them private. The themes and 
quotations written by Rauschning are in- 
vented, or sometimes lifted from fiction 
(e.g., Nietzsche’s works or Guy de Mau- 
passant’s “The Horla.”’) 

Dr. Rauschning’s book was widely 
quoted by historians after the war, no 
doubt coloring our perceptions of the 
era. Probably the last to fall victim to the 
fraud was Richard Pipe’s Russia Under 
the Bolshevik Regime, in which one chap- 
ter contains extensive quotations to draw 
parallels with the Reds. 

Dr. ERIc RACHUT 
Moody, Texas 


Geologically Speaking 
In my view as a geologist, the scientists 
in Alex Newman’s article “International 
Scientific Conference Deems Evolution a 
‘Hoax’” (June 18 issue) ignore or dismiss 
physical evidence of evolution. The fossil 
record shows evolution. I admit that the 
record is incomplete, because perhaps it 
is hard to make a fossil from certain life 
forms and perhaps bridging fossils have 
so far escaped discovery. 

It is also my opinion that “intelligent 
design” and evolution are not necessar- 
ily incompatible. The Genesis story of 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


creation depicts God as a tinkerer. He 
experiments with creation, and for some 
things “saw that it was good.” 

Question: Why didn’t He know it would 
be good beforehand? What if a powerful 
creator figuratively snapped its fingers 
and precipitated a “big bang” that cre- 
ated a universe with the precise chemical 
and physical properties and processes that 
the creator knew beforehand would lead 
to evolution of life, including humans? 
That’s the ultimate “intelligent design.” 

JONATHAN DUHAMEL 
Sent via e-mail 


Undoing Militias 

Joel Goodman’s article in your June 4 
issue (“Don’t Blame the Left — Blame 
the NRA”) was a real eye-opener. 

The Militia Act, which was passed by 
Congress in 1903, established the Na- 
tional Guard system. The National Guard 
would be under state control until it was 
federalized, at which time it would be 
taken under federal control. However, 
that also left the home guards, which are 
more true militias. 

They have since been redesignated the 
state guards, and are now known as the 
state defense forces. They are more truly 
militias because they are always under 
state control and can never be federalized. 

One thing that caught my eye in Good- 
man’s article is the mention of the “Vir- 
ginia House Sub-Committee Anti-Militia 
Task Force” on the NRA Institute for 
Legislative Action website. Sadly, the 
Virginia Defense Force, in which I for- 
merly served, has been forbidden to bear 
arms by the Virginia General Assembly. 
In my training there, I was taught that if 
we ever encountered a situation in which 
there was shooting, we were to withdraw 
and let the police handle it. 

This is a ridiculous regulation for a 
military force. The Texas Defense Force 
uses automatic weapons, operates tanks, 
and helps with border patrol. 

TImMoTHY A. DUSKIN 
Centreville, Virginia 


Send your letters to: THE NEW AMERICAN, P.O. 
Box 8040, Appleton, WI 54912. Or e-mail: 
editorial@thenewamerican.com. Due to vol- 
ume received, not all letters can be answered. 
Letters may be edited for space and clarity. 
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The Doctrine of the Lesser Magistrates 

The Doctrine of the Lesser Magistrates provides proven guidelines for proper and 
legitimate resistance to tyranny, often without causing any major upheaval in soci- 
ety. The doctrine teaches us how to rein in lawless acts by government and restore 
justice in our nation. (2013, pb, 115pp, 1/$13.95ea; 2-4/$12.95ea; 5-9/$11.95ea; 
10+/$10.95ea) BKDLM 


America’s God and Country 

This book of quotes consists of profound and inspiring thoughts from our 
Founding Fathers, presidents, statesmen, scientists, and others. These selec- 
tions eloquently capture America’s noble heritage. The material is alphabetically 
arranged by author, fully footnoted, and indexed by subject. (2013ed, 845pp, hb, 
1/$24.95ea; 2+/$22.95ea) BKAGCHB 


Give Me Liberty 

This examination of Patrick Henry’s life, compiled in a hardbound edition, reveals 
Patrick Henry to be a true American patriot and hero. He was both a brilliant orator 
and revered statesman whose love of liberty helped fuel the fire of the American War 
for Independence. (1997, 285pp, hb, 1/$33.95ea; 2+/$30.95ea) BKGML 
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The Declaration of Independence 
and the Constitution 


This pocket-size booklet (approximately 3.5” x 5”) contains the two most 
important documents in American political history. It is a great reference to 
have on hand to defend constitutional principles. (2013ed, 48pp, pb, 1-9/$2.00ea; 
10-49/$1.75ea; 50-74/$1.50ea; 75-99/$1.25ea; 100-+/$1.00ea) BKLTDIC 


The Constitution Is the Solution Lecture Series 
Most Americans are not taught what’s in the Constitution, nor are they aware 
of its limitations on government that have helped make America great. With 
this lecture series from The John Birch Society, you can help lead concerned 
Americans into activism. (2017ed, 339 total minutes, six-DVD set, includes 
Manual & Lecture Guide CD, and Lecture Materials Packet; 1-4/$45.00ea; 
5-9/$35.00ea; 10-19/$29.00ea; 20+/$22.00ea). DVDSCSCMP 


Original Intent 

Why does the Supreme Court no longer uphold and protect basic principles? 
By drawing from thousands of primary sources, David Barton answers this 
question. Discover how the Founders “original intent” — a balanced and 
limited federal government — can again become a reality! (2008ed, 552pp, pb, 
$12.95) BKOI 


A brilliant defense of the Constitution of the United States by Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay. (1999ed, 606pp, pb, $6.99) BKFP 
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YouTube “Fact Checks” Videos Skeptical of Man-made Climate Change 


On July 9, the Google- 
owned video-sharing 
service YouTube began 
adding a disclaimer 
to certain videos that 
challenge “well estab- 
lished historical and 
scientific topics that 
have often been sub- 
ject to misinformation 
online.” Among these 
“well established” topics is the pseudo-scientific, completely 
unproven topic known as anthropogenic (man-made) global 
warming. This new feature is being used only in the United 
States for now. 

The new feature purportedly offers “topical context” on sub- 
jects that YouTube considers settled in historical or scientific 
context. A box underneath the video explains what YouTube 
wants you to believe on whatever the subject is, and then of- 
fers a link to Wikipedia or Encyclopedia Britannica, where a 
more politically correct explanation of the subject is readily 
available. 

When you ask YouTube, “why am I seeing this?” a message 
pops up, saying, “Users may see information from third parties, 
including Encyclopedia Britannica and Wikipedia, alongside 
videos on a small number of well established historical and 


YouTube 


scientific topics that have 
often been subject to mis- 
information online, like the 
moon landing.” 

YouTube announced in 
March that it would begin 
placing descriptions along- 
side videos on certain con- 
spiracy theories and top- 
ics that it considers “fake 
news.” Videos that show 
the Sandy Hook tragedy, the Oklahoma City bombing, the Sep- 
tember 11 terrorist attacks, and the moon landing as hoaxes 
have also been augmented with these disclaimers. YouTube has 
not released a full list of subjects it intends to “fact check,” 
but its partner Wikipedia lists global warming, Dulce Base, the 
1980 Camarate air crash, FEMA camps, the Kecksburg UFO 
incident, and connections between vaccines and autism as sub- 
jects that may be affected. 

The flagging of these controversial subjects with so-called fact 
checks is just another incremental step toward removing them 
from the platform entirely. Perhaps Silicon Valley in general and 
YouTube in particular see themselves as the Ministry of Truth 
from George Orwell’s novel /984. In time, only the approved 
“truths” will be allowed on their platform. And if that happens, 
the word truth will have lost its meaning. 


Hungary Bans Gender-studies Programs 


Hungarian political magazine Heti Vilaggazdasag reported Au- 
gust 9 that Hungary’s secretary of the Ministry of Human Re- 
sources (EMMI), Bence Rétvari, stated that gender-studies pro- 
grams are based in “ideology rather than science,” and therefore 
had no place in facilities of higher education. He even went so 
far as to compare the programs to “Marxist-Leninism,” adding 
that the programs’ absence of science makes them “inappropriate 
matter for university-level education.” 

A spokesman for the government told Breitbart August 10 
that the degrees proved useless to students after their gradua- 
tion. “There is no economic rationale for studies such as these,” 
he said, as the degrees do not “furnish students with skills that 
can be readily and directly converted on the labour market.” He 
added that the programs aren’t sustainable and “take away valu- 
able resources from other programs, deteriorating the economic 
stability of universities.” 

He pointed out that state universities have an obligation to 
ensure that funding is allocated for vital programs. “State uni- 
versities operated from public funds must take these factors 
into consideration,” he said, “since the purpose of these institu- 
tions of higher education is to meet genuine social and labour 
market needs.” 

Chief of Staff Gergely Gulyas asserts that the government 
should not be financing programs that shirk science for ideology. 


“The Hungarian government is of the clear view that people are 
born either men or women. They lead their lives the way they think 
best, but beyond this, the Hungarian state does not wish to spend 
public funds on education in this area,” he said. 

The move is not likely to have a significant impact on stu- 
dents in Hungary, where only two universities even offer the 
programs at the graduate level, and programs in both universi- 
ties showed minimal enrollment; however, it could have the 
potential to set a dangerous precedent for governmental influ- 
ence in academia. After all, Breitbart notes, while one of the 
Hungarian universities affected by the decision is state-funded, 
the other — Central European University, founded by globalist 
liberal financier George Soros — is private. 
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Monsanto Loses Landmark Glyphosate Case 


A San Francisco jury has found biotech company Monsanto li- 
able for causing a school groundskeeper’s cancer in a case that 
could turn a powerful tide against the biotech giant, as the recent 
claim is just one of thousands against the company. 

According to California school groundskeeper Dewayne 
Johnson, exposure to Monsanto’s Roundup is what caused 
his non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma. The product’s key ingredient 
is glyphosate, which was classified by the UN World Health 
Organization as “probably carcinogenic to humans” three years 
ago. Bloomberg reported August 10 that Johnson mixed and 
sprayed hundreds of gallons of Roundup in his job as a grounds- 
keeper. He was diagnosed with cancer in 2014, and by July 
2017, after chemotherapy and other treatments, he was given 
six months to live. Johnson contends that it was his exposure 
to Roundup, which included accidents that resulted in his being 
soaked in the product, that caused his cancer. 

Johnson’s lawyer, Brent Wisner, provided what he claimed was 
evidence that Monsanto scientists were aware of the cancer risk 
posed by the product as early as the 1970s but kept it from the public 
and even went out of their way to “distort the truth.” Wisner said in 
a statement after the verdict, “Despite the Environmental Protection 
Agency’s failure to require labeling, we are proud that an indepen- 
dent jury followed the evidence and used its voice to send a message 
to Monsanto that its years of deception regarding Roundup [are] 
over and that they should put consumer safety first over profits.” 


Dewayne 
Johnson 


The court ordered Monsanto to pay $250 million in punitive 
damages and $39 million in compensation and other costs. 

Monsanto’s lawyers released a written statement that continues 
to claim that glyphosate is a safe product, noting that it is the most 
heavily used pesticide in the world and that any cancerous effect 
would be evident, and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
continues to insist that the product is safe. However, critics claim 
that the EPA assessment was determined because of collusion be- 
tween government officials and Monsanto. Monsanto is expected 
to appeal the decision. 


Republicans Favor Giving President 


Research conducted by Ipsos and released August 7 found that 43 
percent of self-identified Republicans believe that “the president 
should have the authority to close news outlets engaged in bad 
behavior.” A shocking 26 percent of respondents overall agree 
with that statement, as well. 

Regardless of the remarkable nature of such widespread dis- 
dain for the press, the percentages produced by this poll are per- 
haps the predictable harvest after months of sowing the seed of 
mistrust and misinformation. Everyone is familiar with the “fake 
news” label regularly applied by the president to those news 
agencies he believes are biased against him, and now it seems 


Power to Close News Outlets 


his rhetoric is affecting the attitudes of Americans regarding the 
appropriate way to balance the scale between newsmaker and 
news publisher. 

The lack of respect for the news media is understandable, 
and knee-jerk reactions, while not rational, are certainly com- 
prehensible. 

What is nearly unbelievable and unacceptable, however, is that 
more than four out of every 10 members of the Republican Party 
who responded to this survey felt that the best way to push back 
against the press is to give the president the power to shut down 
those outlets he considers bad actors. 

In fairness, there is no effort made in the poll to discern who 
those respondents in favor of presidential power over the press 
believe should decide what qualifies as “bad behavior.” That’s a 
very vague standard. 

Twenty-three percent of Republicans and 13 percent of Ameri- 
cans overall agreed that “President Trump should close down 
mainstream news outlets such as CNN, the Washington Post, and 
the New York Times.” 

Ostensibly, Republicans are conservative, and conservatives 
are friends of the Constitution. Sadly, this poll reveals otherwise. 

One wonders if the 43 percent of Republicans who said they 
would give President Trump the authority to shut down bad-be- 
having news media would have said the same thing were Barack 
Obama still president. 


AP Images 
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Hungarian Prime Minister Urges Protecting a Nation’s Culture 
“Every European country has the right to defend its Christian culture, 
and to reject the ideology of multiculturalism. Every country has the 
right to defend the traditional family model and is entitled to assert that 
every child has the right to a mother and a father.” 

Viktor Orban, the newly reelected prime minister of Hungary, aimed 
his remarks at European leaders who favor open borders, a redefini- 
tion of sexual mores, and a willingness to accept Islamic immigrants. 


Taiwan Happy to Host an International Human Rights Conference 


“Even though global democracy has experienced a general trend of Viktor 


backsliding in the past few years, Taiwan’s democracy has persisted 


Orban 


and continues to thrive. Taiwan can continue to serve as an inspiration 

to democrats in Asia, including those in China, even though its democratic future remains grim for now.” 
An international rights conference, also known as the Oslo Freedom Forum because it is usually held in 
Norway’ capital city, will meet in Taiwan in November 2018. Vice President Ketty Chen of the Taiwan 
Foundation for Democracy happily announced the date and hoped the growing pressure Beijing is ap- 
plying as a threat to Taiwan's tenuous independence will cease. 
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Homeland Security Director Downplays Mueller Investigation 
“T haven’t seen any evidence that the attempt to interfere in our 
election infrastructure was to favor a particular political party. I 
think what we’ve seen on the foreign influence side is they were 
attempting to intervene and cause chaos on both sides.” 

Asked if the Russians had intervened to favor President Trump, 
Homeland Security Director Kirstjen Nielsen discounted the 
suggestion. 


Rising Threat May Lead to 

Abolition of Shaky Independence in Hong Kong 

“It’s a blatant decision on the part of the [Beijing] government to 
tell Hong Kong people and rest of the world that this is the end for 
Hong Kong. There’s no more one country, two systems. The law is 
in their hands and they can do whatever they want with it.” 


In 1997, Hong Kong was handed over to the communist-run government of China by the Blair-led gov- 
ernment in Britain. But many aspects of freedom have continued in the former British colony. Lately, the 
Beijing regime has slowly but deliberately threatened crackdowns on several of these vestiges of past 
liberty. Claudia Mo, a pro-democracy Hong Kong resident and one of the colony’: elected legislators, 
believes this latest tightening of the communist grip on the prosperous colony has long been inevitable. 


Inflation Ravages Venezuela, People Suffer 

“We are projecting a surge in inflation to 1,000,000 percent by the end of 2018 to signal that the situation 
in Venezuela is similar to that in Germany in 1923 or Zimbabwe in the late 2000’s.” 

The International Monetary Fund released a report on July 23 es- 


timating the effect of inflation in numerous Latin American nations. 
While other nations are expected to have very small inflation increas- 
es, the situation in Venezuela has become so dire that Venezuelan mer- 
chants have begun to refuse acceptance of any bolivars, the nations 


existing currency. 


A Shortage of Cash at the United Nations! 

“Our cash flow has never been this low so early in the calendar year, 
and the broader trend is also concerning. We are running out of cash 
sooner and staying in the red longer.” 

Secretary-General Antonio Guterres blames the shortage on some 


countries being late in meeting their obligations to the world body. “— Antonio 


— COMPILED BY JOHN F. MCMANUS 


Guterres 
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Though it may seem as if conservative, pro-American groups are behind the movement 
to alter the U.S. Constitution, the deep pockets are provided by globalists 
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by C. Mitchell Shaw 


early all conservatives agree that 
iN the federal government — under 

both Democrats and Republicans 
— continues to grow beyond the limita- 
tions set for it in the U.S. Constitution. As 
part of that overreach, the federal govern- 
ment has been swelling the national debt 
into the multiple trillions and treading on 
the rights of the states and of the people 
for more than a hundred years. The In- 
sider/Internationalist/Big Government/ 
Deep State/Globalist types — having cre- 
ated the problem in the first place — are 
now busily forming and funding organi- 
zations that offer a “solution” in the form 
of a modern-day constitutional convention 
that would have the power to rewrite the 
U.S. Constitution. 

They are guilty of what 19th-century 
French economist Frédéric Bastiat called 
“concocting the antidote and the poison 
in the same laboratory.” Having adminis- 
tered a near fatal dose of the poison, they 
are now pushing slick, well-funded cam- 
paigns to sell the antidote. But here is the 
rub: Administering poison was never the 
real goal; its purpose was to make the an- 
tidote appear attractive. 

To many conservatives — tired of see- 
ing the federal government overstep its 
constitutional boundaries and expand its 
reach into areas it has no business being 
— nothing seems more “grassroots” than 
the idea of calling a convention to pro- 
pose amendments to the Constitution and 
rein in said federal government. So it is 
not surprising that every few years new 
batches of legislation fly across the desks 
of state legislators to apply to Congress 
for such a convention. 

Advocates of a constitutional conven- 
tion (though they almost always refuse to 
call it that) claim that it is the only solution 
that will fix the problem. This erroneous 
argument comes from the self-appointed 
“leaders” of a push for a constitutional 
convention and is repeated by well-mean- 
ing (but misinformed and manipulated) 
patriots all across the country. The argu- 
ment goes, “Article V gives the state leg- 
islatures the power to call a convention to 
rein in an out-of-control federal govern- 
ment. The Founding Fathers gave us this 
one tool, and it is up to the state legisla- 
tures to use it.” 
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Congress Calls a convention. Of course, that means that 
Congress — a branch of the same federal Zovernment 
the advocates of a convention claim the convention 
would rein in — has the power (according to Article 1, 
Section 8) to “make all Laws which shall be necessary 
and proper for carrying into Execution” the convention. 


The devil, though, is in the details. 

The first — and most obvious — prob- 
lem with that argument is that Article V 
does not give state legislatures the power 
to call a convention. It says, “The Con- 
gress ... shall call a convention for pro- 
posing amendments” subsequent to “the 
application of the legislatures of two 
thirds of the several states.” State legis- 
latures apply for a convention, but Con- 
gress calls a convention. Of course, that 
means that Congress — a branch of the 
same federal government the advocates 
of a convention claim the convention 
would rein in — has the power (according 
to Article I, Section 8) to “make all Laws 
which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into Execution” the convention. 
That means Congress, not the state leg- 
islatures, gets to make the rules for how 
delegates are chosen, and Congress, not 
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the state legislatures, gets to decide the 
apportionment of votes. Congress will 
have much more power over the conven- 
tion than will the states. 

The second — and perhaps equally obvi- 
ous — problem is that the state legislators 
who the advocates of a constitutional con- 
vention claim are going to save us by way 
of a convention are themselves complicit 
in the overreach of the federal government. 
First, most elected officials at the federal 
level came up to the “big league” through 
the “farm team” model of serving either on 
state legislatures or as governors. It is not as 
if they are somehow totally different crea- 
tures. Second, state legislatures routinely 
accept unconstitutional federal actions and 
spending as a normal part of their relation- 
ship with the federal government — so long 
as their state benefits from those unconsti- 
tutional actions and spending. 
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Fixing the Constitution: Many supposed conservatives promote the idea of having a constitutional 
convention to alter the U.S. Constitution because the document is allowing runaway government 
spending and power. However, the document is not “broken” — rather, voters aren’t enforcing it. 
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The second — and perhaps equally obvious — 
problem is that the state legislators who the advocates 
of a constitutional convention claim are going to Save 
us by way of a convention are themselves complicit in 
the overreach of the federal sovernment. 


This incestuous relationship between 
state governments and the federal govern- 
ment does not inspire confidence that state 
legislators are apt to rein in the federal 
government. One will never slay a beast 
while suckling at its teat. 

So, to market the idea of a modern- 
day constitutional convention, the In- 
sider/Internationalist/Big Government/ 
Deep State/Globalist cabal has launched 
and funded a litany of disingenuous mar- 
keting campaigns. These campaigns — 
promising to solve the problems created 
by ignoring and refusing to abide by the 
Constitution — are all based on the erro- 
neous notion that to save the Constitution, 
America needs to change the Constitution. 
Completely ignored is the salient fact that 
unless the Constitution is to blame, chang- 
ing it is not the answer. 

Of course, openly blaming the Consti- 


Mark 
Meckler 


tution would be a self-defeating strategy. 
Add to that the fact that true patriotic 
groups — such as this magazine’s parent 
organization, The John Birch Society — 
have spent decades educating and warning 
people about the dangers of a modern-day 
constitutional convention, and it becomes 
apparent why pro-constitutional conven- 
tion groups deny that what they are push- 
ing for is a constitutional convention to 
rewrite the Constitution. 

Their denials fly in the face of history, 
logic, and even established definitions. 
Black’s Law Dictionary is the most wide- 
ly used law dictionary in the United States 
and is the reference of choice for terms 
in legal briefs and court opinions. It has 
been cited as a secondary legal authority 
in many U.S. Supreme Court cases. It de- 
fines “Constitutional Convention” as “a 
duly constituted assembly of delegates or 


Pretending to be patriots? The group Convention of States, co-founded by Mark Meckler and 
Michael Farris, is conspicuously silent about who funds it, and its representatives have been 
caught in bald-faced lies — either of which should make caring Americans wary of siding with it. 
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representatives of the people of a state or 
nation for the purpose of framing, revis- 
ing, or amending its constitution.” 

And while the pro-constitutional con- 
vention crowd claims there is no danger 
of a convention rewriting the Constitu- 
tion, the online version of Black’s Law 
Dictionary gives the following example 
of the use of “constitutional convention” 
in a sentence: “Delegates to the consti- 
tutional convention convened in 1787 
quickly dispensed with any thoughts of 
retaining the Articles of Confederation 
and turned, instead, to the creation of a 
new Constitution.” 

So when the leaders of the organiza- 
tions pushing for an “Article V Conven- 
tion,” “Convention of States,” “Amend- 
ments Convention,” etc., claim that what 
they are proposing is something distinct 
from a constitutional convention, they 
are being deliberately dishonest. And 
their dishonesty masks the very real dan- 
ger that America could lose what liberty 
she has left by a new convention replac- 
ing our current Constitution with one 
much more to the liking of the people 
responsible for creating the problem in 
the first place. 

To be clear, this writer wishes to draw 
a distinction between the “leaders” who 
practice deceit in their push for a consti- 
tutional convention and those who are 
deceived by them into repeating lies they 
believe to be true. But ignorance can be as 
dangerous as dishonesty, and there is far 
too much at stake here to allow either to 
take America down this path. 

Once one knows (and considers) the 
players behind the organizations promot- 
ing the notion that the Constitution needs 
to be amended to rein in a federal gov- 
ernment that ignores the Constitution, it 
quickly becomes apparent that the Consti- 
tution itself is the real target. So who are 
those players and how do they fund the 
organizations pushing for a constitutional 
convention? 

Over the past several years, one of the 
key organizations at the forefront of the 
push for a constitutional convention has 
been the Convention of States. Co-found- 
ed by lawyers Michael Farris and Mark 
Meckler, the Convention of States has 
gone by various names, including Con- 
vention of States Project and Convention 
of States Action. When Farris left the or- 
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ganization for greener pastures in January 
2017, Meckler assumed sole leadership of 
the organization. 

Both Farris and Meckler seem to suf- 
fer from the delusion that the best an- 
swer to almost any problem is to amend 
the Constitution. Besides pushing for a 
“convention of states,” both have backed 
other dangerous drives to amend the 
Constitution, including an amendment 
to grant to the federal government the 
power to define marriage and a separate 
amendment to allow it to define parental 
rights. The Marriage Amendment failed 
and the Parental Rights Amendment 
is languishing. It is important to note, 
though, that the recent decision by the 
Supreme Court to upend the traditional 
definition of marriage in favor of “gay 
marriage” should serve as a strong warn- 
ing that allowing the federal government 
to define parental rights would also like- 
ly end badly. 

As part of its push for a constitutional 
convention, Meckler’s Convention of 
States hosted a mock convention in Colo- 
nial Williamsburg, Virginia, in September 
2016. The mock convention was attended 
by state legislators from all over the coun- 
try — with many of them having their ex- 
penses covered by the event’s organizers. 
An article published August 2, 2018 by 
Time magazine explained: 


The mock convention in Virginia 
was the creation of two nonprof- 
its operated out of the same office 
suite in Houston, Texas, run by 
the same man: Mark Meckler, co- 
founder of the Tea Party Patriots, an 
attorney and former Herbalife dis- 
tributor. The two groups, Citizens 
for Self-Governance and Conven- 
tion of States Action, paid at least 
$130,000 combined for 81 of those 
lawmakers to attend the trial run. 
Convention of States Action also 
promotes model legislation, pro- 
vides citizen toolkits and lobbies 
state legislatures to promote a con- 
vention of states. 


But when asked about the source of the 
money used to finance the tightly scripted 
and carefully stage-managed mock con- 
vention, the ordinarily verbose Meckler 
had nothing to say. As Time reported: 
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Meckler declined to discuss the 
groups’ finances. But both organiza- 
tions have been growing financially, 
albeit from largely secret benefac- 
tors, according to their tax records. 
Citizens for Self-Governance, 
also known as the John Hancock 
Committee for the States, collected 
more than $4.2 million in 2016, qua- 
drupling its revenue since it began 
six years earlier. The conservative 
Mercer family that helped under- 
write Donald Trump’s presiden- 
tial campaign has donated at least 
$500,000, according to a Center 
for Public Integrity analysis of tax 
records. The Greater Houston Com- 
munity Foundation, a donor-advised 
fund that doesn’t need to disclose its 
funders, has contributed more than 
$2 million to the nonprofit, too. 
Convention of States Action 
raised just under $122,000 in its 
first year in 2014, but in 2016 that 
amount shot up to almost $5 million, 
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Lessons to be learned: A Convention of States simulation was largely populated by right-wing 
Republicans; however, a real constitutional convention would be heavily populated by left-wing 
bureaucrats, while globalists would put propaganda operations in high gear to get their way. 


in part after one mystery donor gave 
just under $1.7 million. 


With “secret benefactors” funding not 
only the mock convention but also the 
expenses of many of the attendees, and 
Meckler “declin[ing] to discuss the 
groups’ finances,” there is cause for con- 
cern. Add to that secrecy such blatant 
dishonesty that even Meckler has trouble 
keeping up with his own spin, and the 
concern-meter begins to redline. 

For example, as might be expected from 
one who refuses to admit that what he is 
proposing and advocating is a constitution- 
al convention, Meckler was less than hon- 
est about the purpose of the murkily funded 
mock convention. In fact, he both denied 
and confirmed what anyone paying atten- 
tion already knew: The mock convention 
was designed to convince state legislators 
to get behind the idea of applying to Con- 
gress for a “convention of states.” 

Time reported that in a statement to 
the Center for Public Integrity, Meck- 
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ler claimed the mock convention was a 
strictly educational, nonpartisan event, 
and that it was not designed to advocate 
for a convention, to motivate people to 
author legislation, or to push the move- 
ment forward. “It was specifically not 
the purpose of the event,” he said. “We 
provided an educational experience for 
them. If somebody was excited by that, 
I think it’s just great that somebody got 
excited by education.” 

But in both a speech at the mock con- 
vention and a video livestreamed on You- 
Tube the last day of the event, Meckler 
forgot those talking points. He told the 
assembled “delegates” that the success of 
the mock convention was proof that Amer- 
ica is ready for a “convention of states” to 
amend the Constitution. And in the You- 
Tube video, Meckler said, “This is the real 
deal. I mean this is kind of the precursor 
to the real Super Bowl. It’s sort of a dress 
rehearsal.” 

With double-talk and spin of that mag- 
nitude coming from Meckler and his or- 
ganizations, American patriots would do 
well to question the veracity of his claims 
that a “convention of states” is a safe solu- 
tion to America’s problems. 

While Meckler’s pro-constitutional 
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From past to present: As early as 1970, Council on Foreign Relations member and outspoken globalist Zbigniew Brzezinski (right) said that the U.S. 
Constitution should be altered via a constitutional convention to bring about globalization, and today CFR members such as former governor and 
secretary of health and human services Tommy Thompson (left) are still providing the impetus for such a convention. 


convention groups conduct their disingen- 
uous push for a constitutional convention 
while being funded by “secret benefac- 
tors,” other pro-constitutional convention 
groups are even worse. 

Take the Balanced Budget Amendment 
Foundation (BBA Foundation) as a prime 
example. While it is theoretically a dis- 
tinct organization from the Balanced Bud- 
get Amendment Task Force (BBA Task 
Force), BBA Foundation President Loren 
Enns is the BBA Task Force campaigns 
director and four BBA co-founders sit on 
the BBA Foundation boards of directors 
and advisors. Those boards’ membership 
rosters are a litany of “the usual suspects” 
— typical neocons, members of the glob- 
alist Council on Foreign Relations, and 
Deep State operatives. 

Here is a sample: 

¢ William Owens is a retired four- 
star Navy Admiral who also served as 
vice chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs 
of Staff. Besides being a member of the 
Council on Foreign Relations (CFR), 
he also serves on the boards of global- 
ist organizations such as the Carnegie 
Foundation, Brookings Institution, and 
EastWest Institute, which “convenes an- 
nually the only three-party dialogue be- 
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tween the U.S. Democratic and Republi- 
can Parties and the Communist Party of 
China and between senior retired U.S. 
and Chinese military officers to ensure 
productive dialogue and common ground 
between the two nations,” according to 
its website. 

* Tommy Thompson was the governor 
of Wisconsin from 1987 to 2001. He then 
served as President George W. Bush’s 
secretary of health and human services 
from 2001 to 2005. He is also a member 
of the CFR. 

¢« R. James Woolsey was the head of 
the CIA from 1993 to 1995. He was also 
ambassador to the Negotiation on Con- 
ventional Armed Forces in Europe (CFE) 
from Vienna from 1989 to 1991, under 
secretary of the Navy from 1977 to 1979, 
and general counsel to the U.S. Senate 
Committee on Armed Services from 1970 
to 1973, and is a CFR member. 

¢ David Walker served as comptroller 
general (head of the Government Account- 
ability Office/GAO) for the U.S. govern- 
ment from 1998 to 2008 as an appointee 
of President Bill Clinton. In 2008, he was 
personally recruited by CFR Director 
Emeritus Peter G. Peterson as the CEO of 
the newly formed globalist Peterson Foun- 
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dation. Most recently, Walker tried to run 
for governor of Connecticut. 

While the constitutional convention 
crowd claims that theirs is a grassroots 
movement to rein in the federal govern- 
ment, the rosters of their leadership are 
swollen with government insiders, global- 
ists, and operatives of the Deep State. A 
group less likely to want to rein in the fed- 
eral government would be difficult to find. 

While the short space of this article 
limits this writer’s ability to fully expose 
the agendas of the groups listed above, 
perhaps a brief primer on the establish- 
ment powerhouse known as the Coun- 
cil on Foreign Relations will suffice to 
both make the point and encourage the 
reader to investigate the others himself. 
The CFR was founded in 1921 — after 
the refusal of the United States to enter 
the League of Nations — for the purpose 
of creating an environment conducive to 
world governance. The CFR boasts a dis- 
proportionate degree of political weight: 
While now only having a membership of 


5,000 (equal to about .000015 percent of 
the U.S. population), it dominates fields 
such as politics, media, and tax-exempt 
foundations. The CFR has — since its 
inception — used its influence to openly 
push for an erosion of national sover- 
eignty in favor of globalism/internation- 
alism. 

As part of its globalist agenda, the CFR 
has long favored the idea of rewriting the 
Constitution by way of a convention. As 
THE NEW AMERICAN’S Gary Benoit wrote 
in an article entitled “Bicentennial Plot” 
for an issue of this magazine in 1986 (and 
later made available online), CFR mem- 
ber Zbigniew Brzezinski made the goal of 
a modern-day constitutional convention 
very clear: 


In his 1970 book Between Two Ages, 
Council on Foreign Relations mem- 
ber Zbigniew Brzezinski (National 
Security Advisor in the Carter Ad- 
ministration) discussed the potential 
for using a convention to bring about 


change. “The approaching two-hun- 
dredth anniversary of the Declaration 
of Independence,” he stated, “could 
justify the call for a national consti- 
tutional convention to reexamine the 
nation’s formal institutional frame- 
work. Either 1976 or 1989 — the 
two-hundredth anniversary of the 
Constitution — could serve as a suit- 
able target date.” 


CFR members in public office have 
spent their careers undermining the 
Constitution — further growing the size 
and scope of the out-of-control problem 
those advocating for a constitutional 
convention claim they want to solve. 
But the people who got America into this 
mess are not the ones to trust to get us 
out of it. And the plan they have had all 
along to “reexamine the nation’s formal 
institutional framework” by bringing 
about “a national constitutional con- 
vention” should be seen for what it is: 
a manipulative, dishonest ploy authored 


What Can Be Done? 


hat can Americans do to rein in the out-of-control federal 
government? Plenty! 


First, continue to educate yourself and others — par- 
ticularly state legislators and congressmen — about the Constitution. 
As long as the American people accept — whether out of ignorance 
or apathy — the status quo of elected officials ignoring constitutional 
boundaries, the problems will only get worse. By taking the time to 
understand constitutional principles and meeting — either in groups 
or one-on-one — with your state legislators and congressmen you 
can be part of a real solution that restores the Constitution to its 
proper place. 

Another important element of that solution is that it is Article VI, 
not Article V, that — if applied — would rein in the federal beast that 
has overrun the boundaries set for it. Article V creates a constitu- 
tional amendment process designed to correct errors or weaknesses 
in the Constitution, and such a convention could abolish or replace 
the Constitution. Article VI, on the other hand, addresses errors or 
weaknesses in the character of elected officials. It states that the 
Constitution and laws made in pursuance thereof are the supreme law 
of the land, creates a constitutional oath taken by all public servants, 
and creates a duty to reject and oppose all constitutional violations. 

Finally, in harmony with Article VI, the 10th Amendment allows 
state legislatures to nullify all unconstitutional laws, since they are 
not valid in the first place. In United States v. Sprague (1931), the 
Supreme Court stated, “The Tenth Amendment was intended to con- 
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firm the understanding of the people at the time the Constitution was 
adopted, that powers not granted to the United States were reserved 
to the States or to the people. It added nothing to the instrument as 
originally ratified.” 

If the “leaders” of the push for a constitutional convention were 
truly interested in saving our constitutional republic, they would be 
working to see Article VI and the 10th Amendment applied. Instead, 
they claim — despite the clear language of those parts of the Consti- 
tution — that neither will do the job, preferring to push for a danger- 
ous convention that could undo what liberty and rights Americans 
have left. 

But the American people — you — can do what those “leaders” 
will not. By applying the Constitution, instead of trying to change it, 
you can be part of the solution. For information and to find tools for 
educating yourself and others, visit JBS.org/con-con. 

— C. MITCHELL SHAW 
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by conspirators hell-bent on altering the 
United States by changing — or replac- 
ing — the Constitution. 

And they are playing the long game. 
While twisting and distorting simple 
truths into convoluted lies in an effort to 
sell their “solution,” the leaders of the 
pro-constitutional convention crowd are 
already looking ahead to their next move. 
That move is to change the Constitution 
and then keep on changing it. One such 
group is the misnamed American Con- 
stitution Foundation (ACF), which, not 
surprisingly, has as its vice president 
Neal Schuerer, who is also an “advisor 
to the Balanced Budget Amendment Task 
Force,” according to its website. Other 
leaders of ACF include Ron Scott, whose 
bio includes one of his claims to fame 
as “Colorado State Director and Senior 
Advisor, Article V Convention of States 
Project,” and Denny Meridith, who — 
besides being a “Senior Political Advisor 
and Consular Officer in U.S. Department 
of State” — serves on the boards of both 
the American School of the Hague in the 
Netherlands and the International School 


of Krakow in Poland, where he is also 
acting president. 

ACF claims in its mission statement 
that it is “dedicated to the restoration of 
the Constitution as the governing docu- 
ment for America.” If that is so, then why 
is the group working to amend (change) 
the document it claims to want restored to 
its proper place? Furthermore, the group’s 
website states: “Once a convention is 
called, the first Amendment of an Article 
V Convention must be one that opens the 
door for States to more easily convene 
Conventions.” 

And (to put in the for-what-it’s-worth 
column), the push for a constitutional 
convention does not only come from 
the Right. Many on the Left are openly 
pushing for the same thing. The only dif- 
ference between the two is the ostensible 
reasons behind wanting a convention. 
Liberal groups such as Wolf PAC openly 
advocate for a convention that would 
have the power to reframe our found- 
ing document. And on August 9, the 
New York Times republished an article 
from the leftist Jacobin entitled “Think 


the Constitution Will Save Us? Think 
Again,” openly calling for a replacement 
for the Constitution. Make no mistake: If 
the efforts by “conservative” groups such 
as BBA Task Force, BBA Foundation, 
and Convention of States lead America 
to a constitutional convention, the Left 
will be there and will be prepared to in- 
troduce their own new constitution. In 
the final summary, the “Article V Con- 
vention” movement, while pretending to 
be both grassroots and pro-Constitution, 
is neither. Built on subterfuge, secretly 
funded, and powered by slick, expensive 
campaigns, the push for a constitutional 
convention is just another con job by the 
one-world-government crowd to strip the 
United States of the liberty protected by 
the Constitution by opening the docu- 
ment up to either one major change or a 
series of smaller changes. 

Patriotic Americans owe it to them- 
selves, their country, and future genera- 
tions to reject the plans of the Insider/ 
Internationalist/Big Government/Deep 
State/Globalist types and demand that the 
Constitution be enforced, not changed. Ml 
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of American POWs in the Soviet Union 


In May, Pentagon officials claimed they had no evidence 
showing that Korean War-era U.S. soldiers were imprisoned 
by the Soviet Union — a statement that was a lie. 
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by R. Cort Kirkwood 


little more than a month after Presi- 
As Donald Trump met with North 
orea’s Kim Jong-un, the commu- 
nist dictator’s regime sent home 55 cof- 
fins supposedly containing the remains of 
American MIAs from the Korean War. On 
August | at Pearl Harbor, Vice President 
Mike Pence received the fragments of what 
presumably are American Gls, Marines, 
and aviators, who now await identification. 
At least some of the families of Amer- 
ica’s missing men from the Korean War 
hope they might finally bury, 65 years later, 
long-dead loved ones on American soil. 
But identification won’t be easy, if what 
is past is prologue. As the New York Times 
reported, forensic examiners have identi- 
fied only a little more than one-third of 50 
sets of remains that came home in the past. 
“The rest sit in storage.” 
Bones are mixed together, the Times re- 
ported, and the “208 coffins delivered in 
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the 1990s turned out to include remains 
from at least 400 people.” The “remains” 
of a British aviator sent home to his family 
were dog parts. 

Yet no matter how many remains the 
forensic gumshoes do identify, a sad fact 
remains: Some of the remains of the nearly 
8,000 men missing in action might never 
come home, at least until Russia and the 
United States admit that American POWs in 
Korea were packed off to the Soviet Union. 


No “Evidence” 

And on that note, hope dims. As the Wash- 
ington Free Beacon reported just after 
President Donald Trump was elected, U.S. 
officials have denied to Soviet officials 
having any evidence that the Soviets took 
Americans during the Korean War: 


Pentagon officials leading efforts to 
recover missing American service 
members told their Russian coun- 
terparts in May there is no evidence 


Lost and not found: In July, North Korea 
sent home what it claims are the remains of 
55 Americans who died during the Korean 
War (photo below). The remains now await 
identification in Hawaii. They represent a 
handful of the many Americans — both living 
and dead — that the United States left behind 
after that war. 


that U.S. prisoners of the Korean War 
were brought into the Soviet Union, 
dismissing intelligence reports and 
eyewitness testimony compiled over 
the last two decades. 

American officials made the claim 
during a May meeting of the U.S.- 
Russia Joint Commission on POW/ 
MIAs, and experts say it could un- 
dermine the Defense Department’s 
efforts to recover further informa- 
tion about the more than 7,800 mili- 
tary personnel still unaccounted for 
from the Korean War of the 1950s. 
Michael Linnington, who until recent- 
ly directed the Defense POW/MIA 
Accounting Agency, or DPAA, told 
Russian officials participating in the 
forum that the Pentagon has “no evi- 
dence” that missing troops ended up 
in the Soviet Union by way of China. 

Linnington’s comments angered ex- 
perts who say the move will signal to 
the Russians that the U.S. government 
is no longer interested in pursuing a 
lead that it has chased for decades. 

Another official said families are 
susceptible to “survivor myth” as a 
“coping mechanism” to handle the 
emotional and psychological difficul- 
ties of having lost a loved one who 
never returned. 


The problem with that claim is that it con- 
tradicts hard evidence to the contrary. In 
other words, the evidence refutes the claim 
that the government has no evidence. 

As the POW Investigative Project web- 
site states, “According to former senior 
Soviet military officers, prisoners released 
from the Gulag, and multiple declassified 
wartime reports from the U.S. CIA and 
other intelligence organizations, numer- 
ous Americans captured during the Korean 
War were sent to the Soviet Union. Some, 
such as pilots, were shipped directly to 
the Soviet Union. Others went via ship 
or through China in rail cars, which were 
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And the CIA isn't the only agency trying to keep this 
information a secret. The Soviet government, he says, 
refuses to release its decades-old files. 
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More Soviet admissions: Soviet officers reported interrogating American POWs iransteried to 
Soviet territory during the Korean War. A Soviet noncommissioned officer reported guarding 
Americans in a Soviet hospital. Pictured here are American POWs in Korea, January 1951. 


reported by a number of witnesses along 
their route.” 


In 1954, the US State Department 
even asked the Soviet Union to return 
these American POWS: “The United 
States Government has recently re- 
ceived reports which support earlier 
indications that American prisoners 
of war who had seen action in Korea 
have been transported to the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics and that 
they are now in Soviet custody. The 
United States Government desires to 

. arrange their repatriation at the 
earliest possible time.” 


According to Mark Sauter, who has writ- 
ten three books on missing Americans, the 
latest being 2013’s American Trophies and 
Washington s Cynical Attitude, the govern- 
ment is “still classifying some info on US 
POWs in Korea.” This writer collaborated 
with Sauter and James Sanders on Soldiers 
of Misfortune: Washington s Secret Betray- 
al of American POWs in the Soviet Union. 
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“We know for sure,” Sauter explained 
in an e-mail to me, “the CIA is refusing to 
release files on KGB defector Yuri Ras- 
tvorov, who in the 1950s told the White 
House about shipments and whom we be- 
lieve told the CIA more, and the agency 
is keeping classified despite fact that the 
information is over 60 years old and Ras- 
tvorov is long dead.” 

That information, Sauter explained, is 
one reason one family is suing the gov- 
ernment to get information about POW 
shipments from the Korean theater to the 
Soviet Union. 

And the CIA isn’t the only agency try- 
ing to keep this information a secret. The 
Soviet government, he says, refuses to re- 
lease its decades-old files. 


The Evidence 
The obvious question is why the govern- 
ment, in 1954, would ask for its military 
personnel to be repatriated if it didn’t 
have good reason — meaning good evi- 
dence — to ask. 

Before going into just how strong the 
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evidence is, consider a lengthy account 
in the New York Times by James Brooke, 
on July 19, 1996. 

The headline? “Decades Later, Tales of 
Americans in Soviet Jails.” 

Brooke wrote about Vladimir Trotsen- 
ko, a Russian whose “memories are as 
clear as his cobalt blue eyes: the Ameri- 
can flyer, his right arm in a new cast, ina 
Soviet military hospital ward. The Amer- 
ican, he recalled, would slowly repeat, 
‘America — San Francisco, Cleveland, 
Los Angeles, Chicago.’” 


The year was 1951, and the place 
was Military Hospital 404 in Novo- 
sysoyevka, 300 miles south of here. 
Stalin was in his last years, the Ko- 
rean War was raging and the cold war 
with the United States was on. 


Trotsenko not only saw Americans at the 
hospital, but also had a job — to watch 
them: 


Often asked to “keep an eye on the 
Americans” by the Soviet Army 
guard, Mr. Trotsenko said, he saw 
four men in five beds. A fifth Ameri- 
can apparently died of ejection inju- 
ries a few days before Mr. Trotsenko 
was admitted. One American was so 
badly burned he could take sustenance 
only intravenously. Two others, who 
seemed to have reasonable chances of 
survival, were spoon-fed by a nurse. 
The fourth, with the broken arm, fed 
himself with his good arm. 

At the time of Mr. Trotsenko’s 
release, in mid-November 1951, the 
Americans were still in the hospital, 
he said. 


And that is just one eyewitness account. 
Several Russians reported similar encoun- 
ters in responding to an advertisement 
from American researchers looking for 
evidence of American POWs — like the 
evidence our own government has long 
had but now claims doesn’t exist. 

Reams of government documents have 
surfaced thanks to the hard work of report- 
ers and researchers such as Sauter, hard 
on the trail of American POWs inside the 
former Red Empire. 

Three reports published in the 1990s 
confirmed their suspicion. The Transfer 
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of Korean War POWs to the Soviet Union, 
published by the Pentagon in 1993, con- 
cluded that “U.S. Korean War POWs were 
transferred to the Soviet Union and never 
repatriated.” According to that report, 
“This transfer was a highly-secret MGB 
[Ministry of State Security, a forerunner to 
the KGB] program approved by the inner 
circle of the Stalinist dictatorship”: 


The rationale for taking selected pris- 
oners to the USSR was: 

* To exploit and counter U.S. air- 
craft technologies; 

¢ To use them for general intel- 
ligence purposes; 

* It is possible that Stalin, given 
his positive experience with Axis 
POWs, viewed U.S. POWs as po- 
tentially lucrative hostages. 

The range of eyewitness testimony as 
to the presence of U.S. Korean War 
POWs in the GULAG is so broad and 
convincing that we cannot dismiss it. 


The Soviets were particularly interested in 
F-86 Sabre jets and B-29 bombers, along 
with their pilots and crewmen, given their 
technical abilities, the report said. The re- 
port includes multiple sightings of Ameri- 
can POWs, and not just by Russians: 


A Japanese POW from World War 
II repatriated from POW Camp No. 
21 at Khabarovsk, stated that (1) he 
had heard from a camp guard that 


two Americans had been brought to 
Khabarovsk prison and were being 
investigated as spies; (2) he had heard 
from Soviet guards, prisoners, and la- 
borers in April and May 1953 that 12 
or 13 Americans crew members of a 
military plane shot down by the Sovi- 
ets were in a Khabarovsk prison; (3) 
he heard from prisoners in 1951 or 
early 1952 that an American fisher- 
man, captured in the Gulf of Alaska 
was brought to the Magadan region; 
and (4) he heard from a guard on a 
Soviet prisoner train at No. 2 station, 
Khabarovsk, in about June 1952 that 
there was a prison camp in the USSR 
for Americans only. Another Japa- 
nese reported that he had heard from 
the chief of the POW camp at Debin 
in October 1953 that an American 
Air Force officer was in a military 
hospital 500 miles north of Magadan 
(location unlocatable due to phonetic 
rendering). He reported that the of- 
ficer had been sentenced to 25 years 
in prison ... aS a suspected spy. 


A particularly compelling account is that 
of Colonel Gavril Ivanovich Korotkov. 
He told American officials that the Soviet 
intelligence agency, the MGB, controlled 
American POWs, and that he interviewed 
two of them in Khabarovsk. 


Generally, military interrogators had 
only a few hours with the Americans, 
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Straight from the Bolshevik’s mouth: Russian President Boris Yeltsin admitted that the Soviet 
Union both executed Americans and kept them as POWs after World War II. 
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although they sometimes had up to 
a few days, depending on the nature 
and perceived value of the informa- 
tion or source. While the POWs were 
at Khabarovsk, the MGB controlled 
them when they were not being inter- 
rogated. Once the process was com- 
pleted, the POWs were returned to the 
control of the MGB. Therefore, Ko- 
rotkov stated, he had no direct knowl- 
edge of the fate of these personnel. 
Although Korotkov did not know the 
exact number, he felt that the num- 
ber of Americans processed through 
Khabarovsk was in the hundreds.... 

Colonel Korotkov also stated that 
while he was assigned to the project 
of interrogating Americans in the Far 
East during the Korean War, he also 
interrogated Japanese POWs, cap- 
tured in World War II, and still held 
in Soviet custody. Here is an admis- 
sion that foreign POWs were part of 
an overall system of exploitation. 


Korotkov’s interrogating Japanese POWs 
reinforces the report from a Japanese 
POW who said he saw Americans. 

Korotkov recanted his testimony and 
changed his story at times, presumably 
under pressure from Soviet authorities, yet 
what he reports conforms with what other 
Soviet officers said, who in turn verify 
what researchers in and out of government 
were trying to establish: that American 
POWs landed in the Soviet Union during 
the Korean War and did not come home. 

A second report, 1992-1996 Findings of 
the Korean War Working Group (1996), 
concluded likewise. That report, which 
also contains the Korotkov account and 
details his shifting claims, contains Trot- 
senko’s eyewitness report of Americans in 
a Soviet hospital in 1951. 

Trotsenko, a sergeant, was there with 
four Americans whom he remembered in 
detail. The slightly-built Patient Number 1, 
for instance, had light hair and blue eyes. 
He was in his 20s and had two kids and 
lived in Cleveland. He had a back injury. 

Patient Number 2 was a heavyset fel- 
low of about 40, laid up with his arms 
in traction. The faces of Patients Num- 
bers 3 and 4 were bandaged; 4’s face was 
burned, and he was unconscious. A fifth 
American had died. 

And two Soviet air force officers, a col- 
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onel and a captain, interrogated the men 
in English, Trotsenko said. 

Forty-five years later, he led Ameri- 
can investigators to the cemetery where, 
he said, the American was buried. No 
remains were there, but U.S. and Rus- 
sian officials adjudged his testimony 
credible. 

The second report contains the recol- 
lections of another Soviet colonel, Pavel 
Grigorevich Derzskii, who knew that 
about 30 Americans went to the Soviet 
Union. He received “direct orders ‘to 
transfer American pilots to China for fur- 
ther travel to Moscow’” from “two very 
senior officers,” and helped arrange those 
transfers. 

According to Sauter, Derzskii told 
U.S. investigators that he helped cap- 
ture a downed American aviator in 
North Korea, gave him first aid, and 
“then had him sent to processing for 
shipment” to the Soviet Union. 

A Soviet general reported that “at 


United States Air Force 


States did not have evidence that Korean War POWs were 
shipped to the Soviet Union. 

That statement, reported in the Washington Free Beacon, contradict- 
ed three reports a quarter-century old that concluded the opposite, yet 
it is consistent with what the Pentagon has always said: no evidence. A 
U.S. Navy admiral, a deputy director of the Defense Intelligence Agen- 
cy, even made that claim in testimony to Congress 25 years ago, when 
this writer was working with two colleagues on Soldiers of Misfortune: 
Washington's Secret Betrayal of American POWs in the Soviet Union. 

We settled on a way to provide such evidence: prove that sightings 
of Americans in the Soviet Union were reliable. What if we showed 
that the courageous souls who reported seeing those Americans were 
telling the truth? What if we tracked down an American, whose name 
appears in a government document, to validate a witness’ claim to 
have seen and spoken to that American? 


|: November 2016, a Pentagon official stated that the United 


Major Thompson 

Major Wirt Elizabeth Thompson, whose name appears in a dispatch 
dated February 18, 1954 from U.S. Army Headquarters in Heidel- 
berg, was a good candidate. Thompson’s plane went down after 
departing Myitkyina, Burma, in WWII for a mission to Kunming, 
China. Rescuers could not reach the crash site. 
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Mind over matter: Lieutenant General Eugene 
Tighe, former director of the Defense Intelligence 
Agency, said the government has a “mindset to 
debunk” reports about live American POWs left in 
Vietnam after the war. That mindset also applies 
to Americans transferred to the Soviet Union. 


least 30-40 American POWs were 
placed in a separate and closely guard- 
ed carriage, attached to a goods train, 
and sent to the USSR.” 

Another account that appears in both 
reports is that of a Russian whose de- 
scription of an American POW was so 
clear — the dark hair and complexion 
of a Greek or Italian and a round or oval 
scar on his cheek — that American of- 
ficials verified the POW’s identity: 
Captain Ara Mooradian. An American 
airman of Armenian descent, Mooradi- 
an went down in October 1951. Officials 
showed the Russian 16 photographs of 
American MIAs. The Russian chose 
three closely matching the man he saw. 
One of them was Mooradian. 

Finally, Paul Cole, at the time an ana- 
lyst for the Rand Corporation, looking at 
a broad array of U.S. and Soviet reports 
and eyewitness accounts, concluded in 
a three-part report published in 1994 
that about 50 American Korean POWs 
landed in the Soviet Union. 

As Cole told the New York Times for its 
account that opened with the Trotsenko 
story, “Clearly, there were a lot of Ameri- 
cans washing around the gulag, but it is 


The dispatch, which is based on a report from the British Army, 
reads as follows: 


THOMPSON told source [a German held in the Soviet Gulag] 
that after a forced landing in 1944 he was arrested by the Rus- 
sians and subsequently sentenced to 25 years’ imprisonment for 
alleged espionage. From 1944-1948, he had been incarcerated 
in the BUDENSKAYA prison in Moscow and had then been 
transferred to the TAYSHET camp (compound 26). The only 
other information source could give concerning THOMPSON 
was that he once mentioned that his home had been in San An- 
tonio, Texas. Description: Age about 38, height 1.85 meters [6 
feet], slim build, thin features, fair hair, blue eyes. 


The dispatch called him William and mentioned two other Ameri- 
cans in Soviet captivity. 

Putting a face on that description was easier than one would have 
thought, particularly in the era before the Internet. 

Figuring that Thompson graduated from a high school in San An- 
tonio, I called the city’s public-school headquarters. I asked a spokes- 
woman if she could help locate Thompson in her records, telling her 
to look around the years 1936 or 1938. Within an hour or two, she had 
found Thompson’s yearbooks and faxed me his high-school photo- 
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unimaginable that any of the World War II 
prisoners are still alive,” Cole said, referring 
to American POWs from World War II who 
also wound up in Soviet captivity. 

Sauter says the number is much higher. 
“Combined intel,” he wrote, “indicates at 
least 800 went to the USSR.” 

And where did the Soviets keep their 
American treasures? 

Sauter’s POW Investigative Project, 
which seeks the public’s help in locating 
these missing men, notes that Americans 
landed in at least 15 camps, from Sinda and 
Magadan Oblast on Russia’s east coast, to 
Yakutsk, Krasnoyarsk, and Novosibirsk in 
Siberia, to Kirov, Perm, and Moscow. 

In Sinda, less than two hours from 
Khabarovsk, where Korotkov claimed to 
have interrogated our men, “five alleged 
Americans reportedly arrived in 1952. 
One was a pilot and another was called 
‘Poll,’ a guard at the camp later told his 
grandson, who contacted US investiga- 
tors. The men were kept in their own bar- 
racks and did not have to work. One of 
them died in the late 1950s and was buried 
in the local cemetery.” 

And “during a 1993 interview, a witness 
in Lithuania said he met two American pi- 


graphs. She also went to the public library and found his address in an 
old phone book. Thompson lived at 123 Eleanor Street, as we reported 
in Soldiers of Misfortune, and attended high school in Italy, Texas. 

I spoke to Thompson’s sister and his daughter, a therapist in Okla- 
homa. The family never knew Thompson was seen alive in the So- 
viet Union, or that the government, based on the source’s report, 


concluded that “there is a strong likeli- 
hood that the man in the Soviet Union 
is Major Wirt Elizabeth Thompson.” Nor 
did they know that the government had 
asked for his return. 


Why Thompson Matters 
Thompson’s story is important for many 
reasons. 

First, it shows that eyewitness testimo- 
ny about Americans in the Gulag is gen- 
erally accurate and reliable. The German 
man, described as “intelligent and coop- 
erative,” divulged details about Thompson 
he could not have manufactured, not least 
where Thompson was from and went to 
high school. Thus, we easily found that the 
source could not have concocted his story 
for personal gain. 
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lots at Novosibirsk Transit Prison around 
June 1952. The Americans said they had 
been shot down in Korea. They wore 
khaki shirts and trousers with no belts. 
One American, tall with red beard, said he 
was captain in the US Air Force.” 

And finally, here is what the POW In- 
vestigative Project reports about Perm: 


Numerous reports of Americans here 
and in other regional towns such as 
Gubakha, Kudymkar and Chermos. 
Americans were seen starting De- 
cember 1951. One shipment arrived 
by train around April 5, 1952 wear- 
ing Soviet-type cotton padded tunics 
and civilian caps called “Sibirki,” ac- 
cording to a CIA report. “They spoke 
among themselves in English, and 
they knew no other languages, except 
a few words of Russian.” A group of 
US officers called the “American 
General Staff’ were kept in an office 
of the Military District of Molotov. 


Why Reprise the History? 

One must approach the question of POWs 
in the Soviet Union from the Soviet stand- 
point. The Soviets were heavily involved 


after another. 


Wirt 
Thompson 


Soldiers of Misfortune 


in the Korean War, the 1996 report noted, 
with 26,000 men “directly engaged in 
combat operations against American avia- 
tion.” Thus, “there is no doubt that the 
Soviets shot down, killed and possibly 
captured American airmen.” 

So the question isn’t whether the Amer- 
ican POWs in Korea were taken to the So- 
viet Union. The question, rather, is why 
the Soviets wouldn’t have done so, par- 
ticularly given their interest in acquiring 
American technology and the know-how 
to use it. And indeed they did, as “evi- 
dence” of remarkable specificity shows. 

Thus, the claim of the Pentagon official 
quoted in the Free Beacon must be called 
what it is: either a lie, or a demonstration 
of woeful ignorance. 

As Sauter wrote, “The Soviets kept mil- 
lions of German, Japanese and other POWs 
after WWII and exploited them for all sorts 
of intelligence, engineering and weapons 
development and other purposes. This was 
done by Soviet intelligence agencies (and 
personally by Yuri Rastvorov, who had in- 
formation on Americans from the Korean 
War). They still had many of these German/ 
Japanese POWs — and obviously Latvians, 
Poles, etc — in the Gulag system in 1950, 


Second, it is one of many other sightings of Americans in the 
Gulag, and those sightings are contained in one government report 


Third, the government’s denying that it has evidence about missing 
POWs, and claiming it knows nothing about unreturned POWs, affects 
real people, most notably their families. Claims of “no evidence” are, 


obviously, ridiculous for those who know the 
government does indeed possess such evi- 
dence, and reams of it. It would be laughable 
were it not such a serious matter. This isn’t, 
after all, a dispute over whether the Clintons 
really did steal the White House china. Near- 
ly 8,000 Americans who served in Korea are 
unaccounted for. If any landed in the Soviet 
Union, the families have a right to know that. 
The same, of course, holds true for POWs 
from World War II or Vietnam. 

Fourth, continuing to deny what everyone 
who has studied the matter knows undermines 
faith in the government and its employees, 
energizing the belief that government offi- 
cials lie to the taxpayers who support it, to 
the citizens it is charged with defending, and 
even worse, to the men it sends into battle. Hi 

— R. Cort KIRKwooD 
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Faceless casualties of war: Americans who visit the Korean War Memorial in Washington, D.C., 
likely don’t know that the government knew that American POWs were sent from the theater of 
war in Korea through Communist China to the Soviet Union, never to return home. 


when the Korean War started, and had been 
working with North Korea to send Korean 
prisoners to the Gulag. Given all this, how 
could Soviet intel NOT been involved with 
US POWs?” 

Beyond all this, our Pentagon official 
might have forgotten one piece of evidence. 
In 1992, when staff members of Senator 
Jesse Helms issued a report concluding that 
American POWs were in the Soviet Union, 
such was the uproar that Helms fired them. 


f two things about the Korean and 
O Vietnam Wars we can be certain. 

First, we didn’t win. Otherwise, 
communist tyrants would not still sit astride 
the North Korean and Vietnamese people. 
Second, American officialdom left POWs 
behind in both wars and lied about it. Some 
POWs remained in-country, and some land- 
ed somewhere across the 11 time zones of 
the Soviet Union. Either way, more than a 
few Americans died in captivity long after 
the wars were over. 

Those truths occasion an observation or 
three to stop such a crime from ever hap- 
pening again. 

Americans must stop their politicians 
from embarking on foreign military adven- 
tures without a declaration of war. Only 
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That was January. Later that year, as the 
New York Times reported, Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin admitted the truth: 


Mr. Yeltsin acknowledged for the first 
time to a Senate committee that is ex- 
amining the prisoner issue that the So- 
viet Union had imprisoned Americans 
during World War II, when Washington 
and Moscow were allies, and had sent 
to labor camps and psychiatric wards 


Congress can declare war, as the Consti- 
tution provides. And wars the country en- 
ters should not be ones enacted to be the 
world’s policeman, but to protect America 
from aggression. 

But that isn’t enough. Americans must 
accept that politicians will lie if that is the 
easiest route to take, and then demand that 
every known survivor is accounted for. An 
undeclared war makes such accountability a 
lot harder. 

Beyond that, one government agency 
must be assigned responsibility for recover- 
ing POWs, with someone of unimpeachable 
character at its head, who has the power to in- 
spect all classified records related to POWs. 
U.S. POWs were left behind, Army criminal 
investigator Tracy Usry said, because they 
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an unknown number of Americans 
who were shot down during the Korean 
War or who were on aerial reconnais- 
sance missions during the cold war. 


He also admitted that some “Americans 
captured during the Vietnam War were ap- 
parently transferred from Hanoi to labor 
camps in the Soviet Union. He added that 
some of them may still be alive, possibly 
in psychiatric hospitals.” 

That November, the Los Angeles Times 
reported, he admitted that the Soviets had 
executed American POWs after World War 
II, and that some were forced to renounce 
American citizenship and might still be 
alive. That was 47 years after the war ended. 

The late Lieutenant General Eugene 
Tighe, former head of the Defense Intel- 
ligence Agency, famously said the govern- 
ment had a “mindset to debunk” reports of 
POWs left behind in Vietnam. But his eval- 
uation pertains to the Korean War as well. 

It might be that we will never account 
for these men. But the government must 
at least be forced to admit the truth plainly 
and clearly and without equivocation: The 
Red Empire took our men and never gave 
them back. 

And the U.S. government knew it. 


See the related article on page 35 about American 
POWs abandoned in Vietnam. 


“were an inconvenience,” so the Pentagon 
tried to “hide everything about them.” The 
Pentagon could only get away with abandon- 
ing more than 700 men because government 
officials colluded to stop relatives of POWs 
— and possible future recruits — from learn- 
ing the truth. 

Stopping the abandonment of soldiers 
won’t happen until we insist the govern- 
ment be aboveboard in all its activities and 
stop elected officials from using American 
blood and treasure to pursue the global 
geopolitical aims of the anti-American 
Deep State establishment, and instead re- 
strict war-fighting to occasions of national 
survival, with the objective of winning the 
wars. 

— R. Cort KiIRKwoop 
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Electrical Energy for the Future or Just Another Boondoggle? 


For decades scientists have promised us fusion power — clean, reliable, and limitless — 
usually just 30 years or so in the future. Are we finally on our way? 


An expensive gamble: The massive International Th 


ermonuclear Energy Reactor being 


constructed in France by several international partners, including America, will cost billions to 
build, and worse, it may cost billions to run each year. 


by Ed Hiserodt 


was a spate of news stories pronounc- 

ing a coming victory in the effort to 
achieve nuclear fusion — an unlimited, 
pollution-free energy source, the same 
source of energy that powers the sun. 

The U.K. Guardian article entitled “Nu- 
clear fusion on brink of being realised, say 
MIT scientists” was typical of the tone of 
the stories, with its subtitle reading, “Car- 
bon-free fusion power could be ‘on the grid 
in 15 years.’” The article quickly sums up 
the benefits of fusion and the biggest hur- 
dles standing in the way of producing it: 


I n the opening months of 2018, there 


they fuse together to make helium, 
liberating vast amounts of energy in 
the process. 

However, this process produces 
net energy only at extreme tempera- 
tures of hundreds of millions of de- 
grees Celsius — hotter than the cen- 
tre of the sun and far too hot for any 
solid material to withstand. 

To get around this, scientists use 
powerful magnetic fields to hold in 
place the hot plasma — a gaseous 
soup of subatomic particles — to stop 
it from coming into contact with any 
part of the doughnut-shaped chamber 
[used to create a fusion reaction]. 


Fusion works on the basic concept of 
forging lighter elements together to 
form heavier ones. When hydrogen 
atoms are squeezed hard enough, 


www. TheNewAmerican.com 


Let’s unwind the fusion process a little 
further: As the word implies, fusion is 
the fusing together of two components to 
create a new atomic nucleus. Atoms typi- 


cally repulse each other and do not fuse 
together except under great pressure and 
temperature. Under very extreme condi- 
tions, hydrogen isotopes “fuse” into a 
helium atom, at the same time emitting 
a neutron (more about that later) and a 
massive amount of energy — equivalent 
to approximately four times the amount 
of energy released when a uranium atom 
undergoes fission. 

In the sun’s core — since increased 
mass means increased gravity, and the sun 
is thought to compose 99.8 percent of all 
the mass in our solar system — the inter- 
nal pressures are so great that hydrogen 
atoms fuse together to become helium at 
a temperature of about 15 million degrees 
Celsius (27 million degrees Fahrenheit). 
On Earth, pressures that equal those in the 
core of the sun aren’t possible, so the tem- 
peratures must be greater to induce a fu- 
sion reaction. Not just a little greater, but 
at least 10 times as great as those of the 
sun: 150 million degrees Celsius or 270 
million degrees Fahrenheit. 

To contain both the plasma and the fu- 
sion reaction, scientists typically employ 
magnetic fields as containment vessels 
created in machines called tokamaks. 

Ofcourse, these machines do not use the 
same flexible magnets holding your school 
pictures or football schedule on your re- 
frigerator door to contain the fusion reac- 
tion. Such magnets have a magnetic field 
of about 50 gauss (abbreviated G), while 
an iron horseshoe magnet may have a field 
of 100 G. The gauss, incidentally, is be- 
coming an obsolete unit being replaced by 
the tesla, abbreviated, as you may suspect, 
T. The relationship is one T equals 10,000 
G, which is the typical strength level for 
a scrapyard magnet. Other typical, strong 
magnets include those in industrial motors 
and transformers, which are made with a 
special steel alloy and can reach approxi- 
mately 20,000 G, for moments at a time. 
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We can say these industrial applications 
operate at a field strength of two T. This 
level of magnetic field strength is about 
as high as we will normally see outside of 
laboratories and hospitals. 

The strength of a magnetic field is 
proportional to the current (amperes) in 
the coil circuit and the number of turns 
around the coil. For non-superconducting 
magnets, the heating effect of the current 
increases the resistance of the conductors 
that, in turn, causes a further increase in 
coil temperature, leading to failure. More- 
over, some metals exhibit a saturation 
point such that increases in their current 
flow do not further increase their mag- 
netic field strength. Fortunately, as noted 
below, there is a way around this problem. 

Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) 
scanners, which operate usually in the 
range of 1.5 to 3 T, are cooled to the tem- 
perature of liquid helium (4 kelvins, or 4 
K), a major cost of this diagnostic proce- 
dure. As insulation to keep the liquid heli- 
um cold, there is a “blanket” of 77 K liquid 
nitrogen around the inner helium chamber. 
(Perhaps you’re asking: “So what is this 
kelvin business?” The kelvin scale for 
temperature has the same divisions in de- 
grees as Celsius but starts at absolute zero, 
which is minus 273.15 degrees Celsius, or 
minus 459.67 degrees Fahrenheit. To con- 
vert to kelvins subtract 273.15 from the 
temperature in degrees Celsius, or vice 
versa. For very high temperatures both 
are interchangeable, but in the cryogenic 
range, K is prevalent.) 

Superconductivity is a bizarre charac- 
teristic of some metals and metal alloys. 
Few things in physics are absolute, but ex- 
tensive research has scientists convinced 
that there is zero resistance in supercon- 
ducting circuits. Once the current is flow- 
ing in a superconducting coil, it will con- 
tinue forever. 

Consequently, the metals that are used 
in electromagnets are cooled below their 
critical temperature, allowing electrons 
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Heavy hydrogen atoms 
Deuterium 


@—_. 
a - 
@ 


Tritium 


1. Nuclear fusion occurs when 
two atoms combine to form 


a new atom and a neutron. 


How nuclear fusion will work in the ITER reactor 


Plasma 
150 million °C 


Fused atoms 


2. The atoms are fired into a 
plasma where extreme temperatures 
overcome their repulsion and force 


| them together. 
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3. The fusion releases about 

four times the energy 

produced when an atom is 

split in conventional nuclear fission. 
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How fusion works: While the 104 U.S. fission power plants “split” atoms in a chain reaction, a 
fusion plant is designed to fuse hydrogen isotopes together to form helium. 


to flow unimpeded and making it possible 
to generate the magnetic field necessary 
to contain the fusion reaction. Without su- 
perconductivity, a fusion reactor would be 
impossible, as the power needed to create 
the magnetism would exceed any possible 
output of the reactor. 

Until recently the record for a super- 
conducting magnet was 23.5 T, a record 
made to be broken in the race for fusion- 
powered electrical generation. Florida- 
based National MagLab just raised the 
bar to 32 T using a newly developed 
material known as YBCO (for yttrium- 
barium-copper oxide). 

The hurdles to achieving fusion are for- 
midable, but now, we are led to believe, 
these will soon be overcome, and we will 
have limitless amounts of clean energy. 
And there are numerous efforts afoot to 
bring fusion about. 


Some of the Contenders 

Participating in the quest for the “brass 
ring” of energy research are diverse 
groups that encompass a range including 


Without Superconductivity, a fusion reactor would 
be impossible, as the power needed to create the 
magnetism would exceed any possible output of 


the reactor. 
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country sponsors, universities, and pri- 
vate enterprises. 

First let us pause to identify the mile- 
stones on the progress to a working fu- 
sion reactor. The initial goal is “first 
plasma,” wherein a reactor is able to suc- 
cessfully generate and contain a mass of 
electrically charged gas — plasma — in- 
side its core. This has been accomplished 
by numerous reactors, both those that use 
multiple lasers to heat a pellet of fuel and 
the magnetically contained tokamaks that 
are the leading contenders for producing 
fusion power. 

The next point on the path to fusion- 
energy nirvana is “breakeven,” when the 
amount of energy produced from the fu- 
sion reaction is equal to or greater than the 
energy required from an outside source to 
sustain the reaction. This point has never 
been reached. 

Finally, the holy grail of fusion is known 
as “ignition” and is analogous to an auto- 
mobile when you engage the starter — and 
varoom! You have a self-sustaining reac- 
tion such that as long as you send gasoline 
to the engine, or the hydrogen-isotope 
fuels to the tokamak, the reaction contin- 
ues. No one is even close to this in 2018. 

But as was said, there are those making 
the effort: 

ITER: The prima donna of fusion re- 
actors is the International Thermonuclear 
Energy Reactor under construction in 
St-Paul-lez-Durance, France. It is diffi- 
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cult to find words to describe the facility 
— colossal and gargantuan are the best 
that come to mind. Begun in 2007 with 
“partners” EU, Japan, China, India, North 
Korea, Russia, and the United States, the 
initial cost was supposed to come in at 
$5.6 billion with a completion date in 
2017. The new director-general, Ber- 
nard Bigot, now predicts “first plasma” 
in 2025. A follow-on generating plant is 
planned to be available in 2045 for ac- 
tually producing electricity — provided 
someone is still living who can remember 
what the project was all about. 

The ITER machine will weigh 23,000 
tons, the equivalent of three Eiffel Tow- 
ers. The 18 superconducting magnetic 
coils are 18 feet high and 10 feet wide, 
each weighing 310 tons — the weight of a 
fully loaded Boeing 747. 

ITER is rolling some very big dice. If 
successful, we may have that limitless, 
clean, reliable energy usually 


which is claimed to have achieved a 
temperature of over 15 million degrees 
Celsius — about the temperature of the 
solar core. Plans are to continue to the 
fourth stage in a five-stage plan that, it is 
claimed, will deliver a plasma tempera- 
ture of 100 million degrees Celsius — 
high enough to sustain a fusion reaction 
on Earth. Hmm, maybe. 

The company plans to build an energy- 
generating reactor by 2025 that will pro- 
vide an output of several megawatts. (A 
typical coal or nuclear plant is in the 1,000 
to 1,500 megawatt range.) 

Lockheed Martin: In 2014, the com- 
pany’s California “Skunk Works,” re- 
nowned for its aeronautical miracles 
such as the U-2 and SR-71 spy planes, 
announced a planned truck-sized fusion 
plant that could provide 100 MW, enough 
to power 100,000 homes. The company 
appears to have had a decimal-point 


problem, however; they found later that 
they didn’t have enough capacity within 
the tokamak to produce 100 MW. The re- 
actor would have to be 100 times the size 
of the original estimate. 

One shouldn’t rule this innovative com- 
pany out however, as some of its reactor 
patents are considered revolutionary. 

JET: Located at the Culham Science 
Centre in Oxfordshire U.K., the Joint Eu- 
ropean Torus is the largest operating fu- 
sion reactor in the world, and prides itself 
on generating a temperature of 300 million 
degrees Celsius. 

It seems odd that a fusion reactor built 
in the early 1980s holds the world record 
for power generation by a nuclear fusion 
experiment, namely a pulse of 16 MW. 
The only drawback to the experiment 
was the necessity to provide 25 MW of 
power to the plasma for this to occur — 
not exactly breakeven, but record-setting 

nonetheless. 


found only in science fiction. 
But if not, it will take a very 
large dustbin to accommodate 
this history. 

ARC and SPARC: MIT 
is collaborating with newly 
formed Commonwealth Fusion 
(Cambridge, Massachusetts) in 
the design of a tokamak reac- 
tor using high-temperature su- 
perconducting magnets. This is 
made possible by development 
of the aforementioned super- 
conducting material YBCO 
that exhibits superconductivity 
at temperatures as high as 90 to 
100 K, permitting a reduction 
in the size of the reactor. In ad- 
dition, it has the valuable prop- 
erty of maintaining its super- 
magnetism in magnetic fields 
higher than 25 T. 

SPARC, Commonwealth’s 
smaller demonstration reactor, 


yup 


Emp i 


ewonducting 


EAST: In April 2018, the 
BBC was allowed a tour of 
the Experimental Advanced 
Superconducting Tokamak 
located in the Dongpu Sci- 
ence Island in Anhui Prov- 
ince, China. Under the direc- 
tion of the Chinese Academy 
of Science, the researchers 
claim to have sustained a sin- 
gle fusion reaction for more 
than 100 seconds, which, if 
true, would stand as a world 
record. 

There are other entities in 
the race, including Germany’s 
Wendelstein 7-X stellarator 
and the now-inactive but still 
operational Alcator C-Mod to- 
kamak at MIT. And we can’t 
overlook General Fusion, em- 
ploying magnetized target fu- 
sion — a project of Jeff Bezos 
and Amazon. 


is now under construction. A La ee gORLD Given the expense of the 

pilot plant — based on the ARC 2.3 TONS HELLO complex hardware and the 

acronym of “affordable, robust, Ns a costly scientific know-how 

and compact” — is planned, FOOD = = involved in creating fusion, 

presumably if the demonstra- cucu ~" wetionl tags it seems unusual that there is 
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tion reactor is successful. 
Tokamak Energy: Based in 


so much activity in this highly 
technical field, but then cer- 


Oxfordshire, U.K., the com- 
pany has developed its ST40 


spherical tokamak reactor, _ of liquidh 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 


It’s a magnet! A clever birth announcement for National MagLab’s 
record-setting 32 Tesla magnet. It weighs 2.3 tons, with a favorite food 


elium, 6 liters per hour. 


tain fame and fortune await 
the successful developer of a 
working system. 
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China’s entry: The Chinese Experimental Advanced Superconducting Tokamak reactor claims a 
100-second fusion reaction, the longest sustained fusion reaction on record. 


Problems in Fusion Paradise? 

Besides the obvious high research and 
development costs and complexity of fu- 
sion, there are fusion hurdles that have 
not seen the light of media exposure. 
Let’s look at some: 

Isotopes: Isotopes are two or more 
forms of the same element, with equal 
numbers of protons but different numbers 
of neutrons. In fusion the isotopes of hy- 
drogen are a major part of the discussion. 
A hydrogen atom, 'H, is the predominant 
isotope of the element, comprising 99.98 
percent of all hydrogen on Earth. It has 
one proton and no neutrons. 7H is the 
isotope normally referred to as deuterium 
and given the symbol D. (No other ele- 
ment has common names or letter desig- 
nations for its isotopes.) D has one proton 
and one neutron. 3H is known as tritium, 
has the symbol T, and has one proton and 
two neutrons. While H and D are stable, 
T is radioactive with a half-life of 12.32 
years, which means that virtually none 
of it will be found naturally occurring — 
and this is a problem. 


The sun can produce its energy by 
proton-proton fusion, resulting in he- 
lium being produced from four hydrogen 
atoms. In the sun, two deuterium atoms 
can also be fused into helium, although 
there is relatively little deuterium in the 
sun. On Earth — because fusing two deu- 
terium atoms only produces about one- 
twentieth of the energy compared to a 
deuterium-tritium reaction and fusing the 
most prevalent hydrogen atoms is not pos- 
sible — tokamak-based experiments rely 
on deuterium and tritium fuels. 

And while fusion-power enthusiasts 
often refer to the fuel for fusion reactors as 
being available in unlimited supply from 
seawater, that’s not quite true. While there 
are 33 milligrams of deuterium per cubic 
meter of water, thus allowing extraction 
of the isotope, there are only infinitesi- 
mal amounts of tritium. Tritium isn’t even 
listed as a trace gas in Earth’s atmosphere. 

A pretty good estimate of the scarcity 
of a substance is its cost. Tritium comes 
in at $30,000 per gram, about the mass 
of a paper clip. As of the year 2000, the 


While fusion-power enthusiasts often refer to the fuel 
for fusion reactors as being available in unlimited 
supply from seawater, that’s not quite true. 
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U.S. demand for the isotope was 400 
grams per year. 

ITER News and Media estimates that 
every fusion reactor will require 100 to 
200 kilograms of tritium per year. That’s 
kilograms, not grams. So with today’s 
pricing, the tritium fuel to run a fusion 
reactor would cost a tidy $3-6 billion per 
year. (One kilogram is $30 million, times 
100 to 200 kg per reactor.) Not only would 
this make magnetic containment fusion re- 
actors uneconomical, there likely isn’t the 
capacity to process the necessary amount 
of tritium, as evidenced by the Department 
of Energy’s 1996 (latest available report) 
showing only 225 kg was produced in the 
40 years prior to the report. 

For ITER to be self-sustaining, it would 
have to create its own tritium through 
“breeding” the isotope in a nuclear proc- 
ess where the neutron expelled in the fu- 
sion reaction is used to transmute the iso- 
tope lithium-6 into a helium nucleus and 
tritium, a “not inconsiderable feat.” Plans 
are to mount experimental blanket lithium 
modules inside the ITER vacuum vessel 
to test the breeding concepts. According 
to ITER News, while “the results of the 
tritium breeding experiments will be open 
to all members, each provider will keep 
manufacturing details a secret due to the 
high commercial stakes linked to tritium 
production.” 

None of this — tests, experiments, se- 
crets — gives your correspondent a warm 
fuzzy feeling about the assurance that this 
is going to be a slam dunk. 

That Neutron Again: A second serious 
problem with generating limitless fusion 
energy is the neutron that is expelled dur- 
ing the deuterium-tritium reaction. While 
this neutron flux may be used to transmute 
tritium from lithium-6, it can also make 
other materials brittle and radioactive, per- 
haps too radioactive to allow humans in 
the vicinity of the reactor. 

Tungsten, the metal with the highest 
melting point, 3,683 degrees Celsius, and 
the highest tensile strength of any metal at 
temperatures over 1,550 degrees Celsius, 
along with excellent corrosion resistance, 
was expected to be a mainstay of reactor 
materials. But that has recently been found 
to be doubtful. 

Scientists at the University of Hud- 
dersfield, in England, with new facilities 
designed for experiments to aid the de- 
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velopment of fusion reactors, have found 
tungsten is liable to become brittle, lead- 
ing to structural failure. Researcher Dr. 
Robert Harrison states, “At this moment 
in time, even though tungsten is a leading 
candidate, we don’t see how we can use 
it as a structural material. We can use it 
as a barrier, but not for anything structur- 
ally sound.” 

Many materials, particularly metals, are 
made up of a lattice of atoms. When one 
of these atoms captures a neutron, it is no 
longer the original material, but transmut- 
ed to some other element or elements. A 
break in the lattice weakens — embrittles 
— the host material, and the new material 
in the lattice may cause neutron-induced 
swelling similar to a blister that degrades 
surface characteristics and other proper- 
ties of the metal. 

There are other concerns and skepti- 
cisms of fusion power, which are ex- 
plained in an American Physical Society 
forum paper by Daniel Jassby entitled 
“Fusion Reactors Share Seven Drawbacks 
of Fission Reactors.” Among them are: 

¢ Nuclear proliferation: A fusion reac- 
tor can become a source of weapons-grade 
plutonium simply by placing natural or de- 
pleted uranium inside the reactor vessel, 
where the high neutron flux will produce 
plutonium 239. 

¢ Radiation shielding: Even when the 
reactor is not in operation, the intensely 
radioactive environment would require 
remote-handling equipment robots for 
even minor maintenance. 

* Coolant demands: A fusion power 
plant would need water for cooling — 
from a river, lake or aquifer — water that 
will be used once then treated as waste- 
water. Water needed for “once through” 
cooling might amount to 30,000 gallons 
per megawatt-hour and would likely meet 
competition from agricultural and indus- 
trial interests. 

* Outsized operating expenses: Cur- 
rent fission power plants require a high 
degree of training, with typically 500 
employees for a 1,000 MW plant. Fu- 
sion plants are much more complex and 
would require at least a doubling of per- 
sonnel. A natural-gas plant takes only a 
handful of attendants. 

All these items raise the question of 
how much “unlimited energy” is going 
to cost us. 
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Fusion vs. Fission 

as It Relates to the USA 

Presently, the development of fusion en- 
ergy is following an eerily similar path 
to “green” power sources, e.g., wind and 
solar power. Research is largely done on 
the public dime, and if and when scientists 
can get the system to operate, it might be 
so costly and impractical that it would be 
virtually useless to our country. 

If you have read carefully, you will have 
noted that all of the projects are still “ex- 
perimental,” seeking “breakeven” on the 
way to “ignition” on the way to function- 
ality on the way (at last) to power genera- 
tion. Only ITER has plans for producing 
significant electricity (if everything else 
works) in 2045, and that planned output 
of 500 MW is not particularly impressive, 
being only half or less than that of a typi- 
cal nuclear fission or coal-fired plant. 

If our country is to maintain a com- 
petitive position in the international 
marketplace, it must have cheap, reliable 
sources of electrical energy. It may come 
as a surprise to some that “free” sunlight 
and “free” wind are not the same as free 
electricity. In fact, the countries with 
the highest percent of wind and solar — 
namely Germany and Denmark — have 
the highest costs per kilowatt-hour of 
electricity, with Germany, at 36 cents, 


being three to four times the U.S. rate of 
10 to 12 cents. 

International competition in the race 
to provide inexpensive power promises 
to be stiff. While China, like the United 
States, is a partner in ITER, it is not sit- 
ting around waiting for a fusion miracle. 
China has 14 new fission power reactors 
scheduled to be on line by or before 2020. 
The United States? Zero. The International 
Atomic Energy Agency projects the U.S. 
fission nuclear generation capability to be 
reduced from the current 20 percent to 11 
percent, while the rest of the world is pre- 
dicted to grow by 123 percent. 

What has happened to our country? 
Have we forgotten how to build the fis- 
sion plants that were the mainstay of the 
world, or are we tangled up in bureau- 
cratic tape and anti-industrial litigation 
by the likes of Greenpeace and the Natu- 
ral Resources Defense Council? Below is 
a short case history: 

In 2005, the Nuclear Regulatory Com- 
mission approved the final design certifi- 
cation rule for the Westinghouse AP 1000 
nuclear power plant. (AP is for Advanced 
Passive: One of the “Advanced Passive” 
features is a system reaction, without op- 
erator input, to open valves allowing 72 
hours of core coolant water to flow — not 
from pumps, but from the quite reliable 
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Artist’s rendering of where they would like to end up: A fusion reactor using molten salt to transfer 
heat from the fusion process to a boiler, which would produce steam to power a turbine generator. 
Note the relative size of the man in the lower right corner of the illustration 
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force of gravity.) After lots of legal wran- 
gling, the NRC approved the construction 
of two reactors in Georgia. At this point 
the generators are expected to come on 
line in late 2021 and late 2022. 

The Chinese, on the other hand, re- 
ceived the final design certification at 
the same time in 2005 for two nuclear 
plants. One is already on line, and the 
other is expected on line later this year. 
What does this tell us? China, India, Bra- 
zil, and others are dedicated to having 
a competitive infrastructure, while we 
are allowing an entrenched cadre of left- 
ist bureaucrats to stifle what is our best, 
most reliable source of clean, abundant, 
dispatchable electrical energy for at 
least the next generation: nuclear fission 
power reactors. 


Nuclear Fission Scares 
Of course, Americans have worries about 
the safety of nuclear power plants, having 
heard horror stories about nuclear melt- 
downs at Three Mile Island, Chernobyl, 
and Fukushima Daiichi in Japan. 

But facts should overwhelm the fears. 
At Three Mile Island the only harm to the 
public was caused by the news media’s 


coverage exaggerating the problem and 
causing mental stress and anxiety. Cher- 
nobyl was caused by a reactor designed for 
both power and breeding bomb-grade plu- 
tonium by the Soviet government. There 
was no containment structure, and the 
moderator was carbon, which can and did 
burn, causing the deaths of 31 responders, 
but there were no deaths or harm to the 
public from radiation. 

The Fukushima earthquake and tsuna- 
mi caused the deaths of more than 19,000 
people, and the distress of being relocated 
for no good reason was responsible for an 
additional 2,500 deaths, yet Fukushima is 
called a nuclear disaster by the media. 

In the United States, radical environ- 
mentalists concentrate on the supposed 
dangers of nuclear wastes and nuclear- 
waste storage, such as at the Yucca Moun- 
tain repository, where, incidentally, despite 
years of engineering work and the natural 
safety of being built under a mountain of 
solid rock, not a gram of “waste” has ever 
been deposited. 

But other countries that have nuclear 
power reactors, such as France, the U.K., 
Russia, and Japan, don’t suffer from waste 
problems. They reprocess their “spent” 
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Streamlining the process: Current fission plant designs are modular and factory-built to avoid 
time-consuming on-site construction and testing. 
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reactor fuel, to use again. It still contains 
more than 97 percent valuable uranium, 
in addition to a relatively small amount 
of plutonium that arises during the fis- 
sion process. The remaining three per- 
cent of high-level wastes are glassified 
to be tucked away in salt formations that 
haven’t seen water in millions of years. 
These wastes would have the same radio- 
activity in 300 to 400 years as did the ore 
they came from. 

Unfortunately, U.S. reprocessing efforts 
were halted by Presidents Jimmy Carter 
and Barack Obama both times they were 
instituted. Why? Nuclear proliferation! 
Supposedly the presidents feared bandits 
might hijack trucks of spent fuel and leach 
the plutonium 239 out of the fuel rods and 
build a bomb. Ironically, a fusion reactor 
is so rich in neutrons that terrorists could 
just put bricks of natural uranium in the 
tokamak and cook them like a pound cake 
into weapons-grade plutonium. 

It is 27 years until ITER is planned to 
begin generating fusion power. Between 
now and then, the United States could 
continue the engineering charades of so- 
called renewable energy or build hundreds 
of safe, modular fission power plants to 
provide cheap, reliable power to our in- 
dustries. Sadly, leftist politicians and en- 
vironmentalist groups would like nothing 
more than to thwart our country’s success 
and prosperity. 

Producers of high-energy-content prod- 
ucts are currently flocking to the United 
States to take advantage of our reliable, 
relatively inexpensive electricity, such as 
that produced by the Palo Verde fission 
plant outside Phoenix, which sells energy 
to California wholesalers at two cents per 
kWh. (Of course, it gets marked up and 
taxed to 16 cents before reaching the resi- 
dential market.) If we continue financing 
renewable energy windmills and solar 
collectors with subsidies and destroy our 
reliable generators, in 30 years we will be 
high-priced has-beens, much as Germany, 
Denmark, Italy, and Spain are becoming 
today. Even our most loyal energy-inten- 
sive industries would leave, or go under. 

It is rumored that President Trump is 
not looking with favor on our participa- 
tion in the ITER project. Perhaps we can 
help President Trump understand these 
problems on the way to Keeping America 
Great Again. 


THE NEW AMERICAN ¢ SEPTEMBER 3, 2018 


Our sf ainkhy2 sO Ut 6-6 Mini Ul yay Olli eC Olney. 


DO YOU WANT TO 


INFLUENCE 
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You're a leader. As a constitutionalist, you want an effective 

way to roll back the tide of socialism and restore American 
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DERSHOWITZ OPPOSES CRIMINALIZING 


Longtime liberal stalwart and lawyer Alan Dershowitz believes that calls to impeach 
Trump are a political exercise and, if followed to conclusion, could be dangerous. 
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AGAINST 


IMPEACHING 
TRUMP 


ALAN 
DERSHOWITZ 


by Steve Byas 


The Case Against Impeaching Trump, by 
Alan Dershowitz, New York: Hot Books, 
2018, 146 pages, hardback. 


G ‘Pp lease be truthful. You are not a 
liberal, but rather a Zionist Re- 
publican Authoritarian Bigot.” 

This is an example of the multiple e- 
mails that Alan Dershowitz has received 
since he has been pleading with his fellow 

Democrats that the political differences they 

have with President Donald Trump should 

not cause them to ignore the Constitution 
of the United States and seek his impeach- 
ment. Dershowitz, formerly a law professor 
at Harvard and a longtime liberal Democrat, 
has been ubiquitous on the cable TV circuit, 


30 


arguing that the present frenzy to get Trump 
impeached is not good for the country. 

He doesn’t let Republicans off the hook 
in his lectures about the Democrats being 
inconsistent in their present lack of respect 
for civil liberties and the rule of law. He 
suspects that had Hillary Clinton won the 
White House instead, there would be calls 
from GOP activists to impeach her. 

But before Congress exercises its power 
to impeach and remove a president, there 
should be an impeachable offense, not 
simply political differences. Using the 
criminal justice system and the impeach- 
ment process to settle political differences 
sets a dangerous precedent. We should be 
using the ballot box, not the jury box, to 
resolve political fights. 

Dershowitz begins by citing what the 
Constitution has to say about impeach- 
ment. It requires that a Senate vote to 
remove a president on an impeachment 
charge must be due to conviction of one 
or more specific charges: treason, bribery, 
high crimes, or misdemeanors. He dis- 
agrees with the proposition that impeach- 
ment is a purely political exercise, for 
otherwise the Constitution would not have 
limited to four the reasons that a president 
or other government official could be im- 
peached and removed. 

Interestingly, he asserts that the Constitu- 
tion makes the chief justice of the Supreme 
Court the presiding officer of any Senate 
trial, not just because the vice president 
(the officer the Constitution installs as the 
president of the Senate) has a vested inter- 
est in the outcome of the case, but also to 
make sure that the Constitution is followed. 
Dershowitz argues that if the process were 
simply political the Senate president pro 
tempore should be given the presiding role. 

Some Democrats, on the other hand, are 
ignoring the four constitutional grounds for 
impeachment, and interjecting reasons that 
are purely political. For example, Dershow- 


itz cites Representative Maxine Waters 
(D-Calif.), who has said, “Impeachment is 
whatever Congress says it is. There is no 
law.” Allan Lichtman, a professor of history 
at American University, has even contended 
that Trump should be impeached based on 
his “war on women,” or even his climate- 
change policy, which Lichtman calls a 
“crime against humanity.” 

But Dershowitz notes that there is a 
constitutional requirement (Article I, Sec- 
tion 3) applied to senators — to take a spe- 
cial oath — when they are sitting as a jury 
trying the president on an impeachment 
charge, a charge that must be brought by 
the House of Representatives. And consid- 
ering that the Constitution explicitly lists 
only four grounds for presidential removal, 
Dershowitz makes the case that the special 
oath would require them to convict a presi- 
dent on only one of those four impeach- 
ment charges. According to Dershowitz, it 
would be the duty of the presiding officer 
— in this case, the chief justice — to disal- 
low any testimony offered that did not ad- 
vance the proposition that the president was 
guilty of one — and only one — of the four 
specific grounds for impeachment. 

And challenging the liberal viewpoint 
on global warming, regardless of what 
one thinks about that issue, is not one of 
those four grounds for impeachment. Der- 
showitz warns that if a president, regard- 
less of how controversial, is denied the 
constitutional protections he is entitled to, 
no other citizen’s constitutional protec- 
tions are safe. In fact, Dershowitz quotes 
H.L. Mencken on this point: “The trouble 
about fighting for human freedom is that 
you have to spend so much of your life 
defending sons of b*****s; for oppressive 
laws are always aimed at them originally, 
and oppression must be stopped at the be- 
ginning if it is to be stopped at all.” 

Having made this constitutional argu- 
ment, Dershowitz further contends that 
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Trump has not committed any impeach- 
able offense — at least none for which he 
has seen any evidence. 

He spends some time on the allega- 
tion that Trump committed “obstruction 
of justice” by firing FBI Director James 
Comey. But the president has the authori- 
ty under the Constitution to fire members 
of the executive branch, including the 
director of the FBI. Trump’s detractors, 
of course, argue that the president fired 
Comey to stop any bureau investigation 
into alleged “collusion” with the Russian 
government, and therefore committed ob- 
struction of justice. But Dershowitz dis- 
misses that line of thinking, writing that 
Trump’s “state of mind” is irrelevant, as 
only his actions matter. Under the execu- 
tive powers granted him by the Constitu- 
tion, the president may tell the FBI direc- 
tor whom to investigate, and whom not to 
investigate. He cites several examples of 
presidents doing just that, and then adds 
that it does not matter what we think the 
law should be, but what the law is. 

Dershowitz makes it clear that he not only 
does not believe there was any collusion be- 
tween anyone in the Trump campaign with 
the Russian government, but even if there 
had been, it would not be an impeachable 
offense, as that would not be covered by one 
of the four impeachable grounds 
listed in the Constitution. If such 
collusion did take place, then there 
is a remedy, Dershowitz contends 
— the voters can vote Trump out at 
the next election. 

This is not to say that Dershow- 
itz views the possibility of collusion 
with a foreign power unimportant. 
Rather than launching a criminal 
investigation, complete with a spe- 
cial counsel in the person of Robert 
Mueller, the country would have 
been better served, he believes, had 
a special commission been appoint- 
ed to investigate if there was such 
collusion, and then make recom- 
mendations on what, if any, actions 
Congress needs to take to avoid 
such problems in the future. 

Regrettably, in Dershowitz’s 
view, that is not what happened in 
this case. In fact, he is troubled by 
the whole system of selecting these 
“special counsels,” often referred 
to as “independent counsels,” or 
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even “special prosecutors.” Dershowitz 
contends, “The framers of our Constitu- 
tion did not seek to make it easy to con- 
vict Americans of crimes. They bestowed 
upon criminal defendants a bundle of rights 
to provide safeguards against overzealous 
prosecutors.” 

Yet, with a “special counsel,” Dershow- 
itz laments, instead of investigation of an 
alleged crime, Mueller and other such 
“special prosecutors” are deemed failures 
if they don’t obtain convictions. He notes 
that Lavrentiy Beria, the head of the noto- 
rious NK VD (later the KGB) for commu- 
nist dictator Joseph Stalin, said, “Show me 
the man, and I'll find you the crime.” We 
are rightly repelled at such sentiments in a 
totalitarian dictatorship, but that is exactly 
what often occurs in situations with “spe- 
cial counsels” such as Mueller. 

In this regard, Dershowitz recently told 
Fox News’ Tucker Carlson, “There are no 
civil libertarians left on the Left, certainly 
not the American Civil Liberties Union.” 
On the contrary, the ACLU actually sup- 
ported Mueller’s raid on the home of 
Trump’s lawyer, Michael Cohen. “Target- 
ing Trump’s lawyer should worry us all. 
The silence of civil libertarians following 
the raid on Michael Cohen shows that we 
are losing that valuable neutrality.” 


Alan 
Dershowitz 


While many anti-Trumpers are cheering 
these tactics by the special prosecutor today, 
Dershowitz warns his readers that “prose- 
cutorial tactics used today against President 
Trump may tomorrow be used against Dem- 
ocrats — and even against you.” 

One aspect of the Mueller investi- 
gation that particularly concerns Der- 
showitz is what Mueller is doing with 
the grand jury process. First of all, 
Dershowitz argues that grand juries are 
not generally protective of defendant’s 
rights — on the contrary, he agrees with 
the famous concern that just about any 
prosecutor could get compliant grand ju- 
ries to indict a ham sandwich. But most- 
ly, Dershowitz expresses concern that 
Mueller has impaneled a second grand 
jury in the District of Columbia, in ad- 
dition to the one he is presently working 
with in Virginia. 

Dershowitz’s concern is that a person is 
tried in the jurisdiction where he is indicted. 
He sees this move by the special counsel 
as a way to get a trial for defendants in a 
jurisdiction — D.C. — which is highly 
unfavorable to Republicans generally, and 
Trump particularly. Not surprisingly, Max- 
ine Waters called Dershowitz a racist for 
even making this point. 

Many Trump opponents are even using 
Trump’s insistence that Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions be person- 
ally loyal to the president against 
him. Dershowitz expresses amaze- 
ment that there should be anything 
controversial about such an expec- 
tation, considering President John 
Kennedy even picked his own 
brother as attorney general. Other 
presidents, both Democrat and 
Republican, have routinely picked 
loyalists as their attorney general. 

With even vice-presidential 
candidate Tim Kaine arguing that 
Trump’s actions are potentially 
treasonous, among the multiple 
over-the-top comments made in 
our present toxic political envi- 
ronment, Professor Dershowitz’s 
book is a healthy counterbalance, 
especially since it comes from a 
well-known partisan Democrat. 
Sadly, many of the charges of hy- 
pocrisy he levels against his fellow 
Democrats could also be leveled at 
many Republicans. 
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Thanks for Saving My Son 


Virginia Stanley was waitressing at the 
Waffle House in Antioch, Tennessee, on 
April 22 when a crazed gunman opened 
fire on the unsuspecting customers and 
staff, killing four people. A simple request 
from Stanley moments before the shooting 
is being credited with possibly saving the 
lives of two men, and the mother of one of 
those men has found a way to repay her: 
She got Stanley a wedding dress for her 
upcoming nuptials. 

Fox News reported that just before the 
shooting tragedy unfolded at the Waffle 
House that fateful day, Stanley asked 
customer Michael Garth and his friend, 
Tre Sneed, to change seats so that they 
wouldn’t be splashed with water while she 
washed the dishes. The two had intended 
to sit in the bar area, but Stanley’s request 
compelled them to take seats elsewhere. 
The two men believe that if they remained 
at the bar, they would have been among 
the victims of that shooting. 

Upon hearing this story, Garth’s mother, 
Vickie Davis, wanted to thank Stanley, and 
visited the Waffle House to do so, only to 
learn that Stanley no longer worked there. 
But Stanley had left her contact informa- 
tion with the manager, who was able to put 
Davis in touch with her. 

Davis, a 34-year veteran of the Army 
Reserves and National Guard, knew that 
she wanted to thank Stanley, but didn’t 
know how. Then, she learned that Stanley 
happened to be a bride in need of a dress 
and that Glitz, a bridal store in Nashville 
that partners with Brides Across America, 
a non-profit that gifts weddings and wed- 
ding gowns to military and first responders, 
might be willing to aid Stanley. 

According to Fox News, Glitz typically 
only donates to military and first respond- 
ers, but made an exception once they heard 
Stanley’s story. 

Stanley and Davis met for the first time 
on July 11, when Davis helped Stanley 
pick a wedding dress. Davis told Jnsider it 
was an “emotional moment” that involved 
a lot of crying. 

In addition to helping find Stanley a 
dress, Davis also thanked James Shaw, Jr., 
the man who disarmed the Waffle House 
gunman. She invited him over for dinner, 
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Insider reports. Shaw has since raised more 
than $100,000 for victims of the attack. 

According to Garth’s friend, Sneed, 
Davis’ actions are not out of the ordinary 
for her. 

“This is just normal Miss Vickie Davis,” 
said Sneed, who has been friends with Garth 
for 20 years. “Her work doesn’t stop.” 


Walk a Mile, 
or 20, in His Shoes 


Alabama college student Walter Carr 
made a great first impression on a lot of 
people on his first day at a new job, and it 
paid off significantly. 

Just before his first day at the Bell- 
hops moving company, Carr’s 2003 Nis- 
san Altima broke down. He did not want 
to be late, so he left his home around 
midnight to walk from Homewood, Ala- 
bama, to Pelham, a 20-mile commute. He 
calculated that it would take him approx- 
imately seven hours to reach his desti- 
nation. Fortunately, Carr was spotted by 
police officers around 4 a.m., who took 
him to breakfast before dropping him off 
at his job. 

“We all decided, hey, you know, let’s go 
get him some breakfast and get him some- 
where safe,” Officer Mark Knighten told 
WBMA. The Pelham police department 
later tweeted, “Proud to have encountered 
this young man. He certainly made an im- 
pact on us.” 

His first moving client, Jenny Lamey, 
heard the story and offered to let Carr 
rest before he began work, but instead 
Carr went straight to moving. Throughout 
the day, Lamey learned that Carr and his 
mother were Hurricane Katrina refugees 
who had been transplanted to Alabama 
after losing their house in Louisiana, Fox 
News reported. 

Lamey was impressed by Carr’s dedica- 
tion and work ethic and decided to start 
a GoFundMe page to raise money for a 
new vehicle for Carr. The goal was set 
for $2,000, but before long, the page had 
raised $32,000. 

“T just can’t tell you how touched I was 
by Walter and his journey. He is humble 
and kind and cheerful and he had big 
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dreams! He is hardworking and tough,” 
Lamey wrote on Facebook. 

When word of Carr’s ordeal and Lamey’s 
kind deed reached Bellhops CEO Luke 
Marklin, Marklin drove his own 2014 Ford 
Escape to Carr’s house to give to him. 

Marklin told AL.com, “I am honestly 
blown away by him. Everything he did 
that day is exactly who we are — heart 
and grit.” 

Carr is hopeful that his experience will 
inspire others to go the extra mile. 


Finders ... Returners! 


Three children in Aurora, Colorado, have 
been praised for returning a wallet con- 
taining $700 in cash to its rightful owner, 
the U.K.’s Daily Mail reported. 

On July 18, Haylie Wenke, 13; her 
six-year-old brother, Reagan; and their 
friend Ashley Dayton were on their way 
to a water park on their bikes when they 
spotted a wallet laying on the ground near 
a vehicle. Instead of keeping the money, 
they brought it to the address inside. 

Video surveillance shows the three chil- 
dren approaching the home of the wallet’s 
owner and leaving a message stating that 
they had found the wallet and wanted to 
return it before someone else found it. 

“We found your wallet outside of your 
car and we just thought we would give it 
back to you,” Wenke said before placing the 
wallet in a hidden space by the door. “I’m 
going to put it over here so no one takes 
any money. You’re welcome. Thank you.” 

The residents of the house state that the 
wallet belonged to their son, Nigel Drake. 
They were so grateful and impressed by 
the children’s good deed that they posted 
the video footage of them returning the 
wallet on Facebook in an effort to find the 
children and thank them. Within days, the 
video was shared more than 4,000 times. 

Facebook users responded immediately 
with words of praise. One such user, Dee 
Ann Parsons Tidwell, said that a story such 
as this one “restores my faith in people.” 

But the children didn’t seem to believe 
they did anything extraordinary. Haylie 
told KDVR-TV that they did it simply be- 
cause “it would be a good thing to do.” MH 

— RAVEN CLABOUGH 
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Evidence of POWs 
FROM VIETNAM 


After the end of the Vietnam War, it was widely accepted 
that the United States had left many POWs behind, but 
high-ranking members of government said no, despite 


the evidence. 


by R. Cort Kirkwood 


or the last 25 years — most recently 
EF: November 2016 — Pentagon 

officials have claimed the United 
States does not have evidence that Ameri- 
can POWs captured during the Korean 
War were sent to the Soviet Union. 

Yet as THE NEW AMERICAN shows in 
this issue, the evidence for such transfers 
is credible and convincing. (See page 
17.) The Pentagon claims similarly about 
Vietnam, and has spent years trying to 
dismiss POW sightings, electronic intel- 
ligence, and even messages from POWs 
themselves. 

Lieutenant General Eugene Tighe, 
former head of the Defense Intelligence 
Agency, described the government’s de- 
nial as a “mindset to debunk.” Perhaps 
the saddest result is that many of the men 
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reportedly alive as late as the 1990s could 
have been brought home. The chances are 
remote, but perhaps some are still alive 
who could be. 

But like the claim that it has “no evi- 
dence” of Americans in the Soviet Union, 
the government, most notably Senator 
John McCain (R-Ariz.), has steadfastly 
refused to acknowledge what, again, ev- 
eryone knows: We left men behind to rot 
in the jungles of Southeast Asia. 

One of the most compelling media re- 
ports came from the late Sydney Schan- 
berg, whose book The Death and Life of 
Dith Pran was turned into the film The 
Killing Fields. 

Schanberg investigated the work of the 
Senate Select Committee on POW/MIA 
Affairs in 1991 and 1992, of which Mc- 
Cain was a member. In a lengthy piece 
for the leftist The Nation magazine, sub- 


Left behind: Eyewitness sightings, electronic 
intelligence, and reams of declassified 
documents show that American POWs were 
left behind in Southeast Asia after the Vietnam 
War. But the government denies it abandoned 
those men. Here, Americans in Hanoi’s Nga Tu 
So prison stand during an inspection visit by 
international observers and invited Western 
journalists in March 1973. 


sequently republished in The American 
Conservative, Schanberg proved beyond 
all doubt what everyone suspected: Ameri- 
can POWs languishing in Vietnam were 
not merely the stuff of movies such as Un- 
common Valor and Rambo II. 

Readers can digest Schanberg’s full ac- 
count to find out why McCain wanted to 
discredit those who believe POWs were 
left in Vietnam. Here, it suffices to ex- 
plain what McCain did, as told by Schan- 
berg in his article: 


McCain has insisted again and again 
that all the evidence — documents, 
witnesses, satellite photos, two 
Pentagon chiefs’ sworn testimony, 
aborted rescue missions, ransom 
offers apparently scorned — has 
been woven together by unscrupu- 
lous deceivers to create an insidious 
and unpatriotic myth. He calls it the 
“bizarre rantings of the MIA hobby- 
ists.” He has regularly vilified those 
who keep trying to pry out classi- 
fied documents as “hoaxers,” “char- 
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The general told the communist leadership that 1,251 Americans were 
in Captivity, and that the regime planned to withhold them to squeeze 
war reparations out of the United States. Just 591, again, came home. 
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latans,” “conspiracy theorists,” and 
> ° 
“dime-store Rambos.” 


Not only that, but McCain “browbeat ex- 
pert witnesses,” while family members 
who “pressed him to end the secrecy also 
have been treated to his legendary temper. 
He has screamed at them, insulted them, 
brought women to tears.” 


The Evidence 
Schanberg, who died in July 2016, was not 
exaggerating. I know because I 
was there, covering the story as 
well. McCain’s bitter feud with 
POW activists aside, in his ar- 
ticle Schanberg offered 10 key 
pieces of evidence to prove, 
definitively, that the Nixon 
administration left POWs in 
Vietnam. 
Here are a few examples: 

¢« Former defense secretar- 
ies Melvin Laird and James 
Schlesinger testified under oath 
to the Select Committee that 
the POWs were left behind, 
Schanberg wrote, and “said 
they based their conclusions on 
strong intelligence data — let- 
ters, eyewitness reports, even 
direct radio contacts.” And 
Schanberg wrote, 


Under questioning, 
Schlesinger chose his words 
carefully, understanding 
clearly the volatility of the 
issue: “I think that as of now 
that I can come to no other 
conclusion.... Some were 
left behind.” This ran coun- 
ter to what President Nixon 
told the public in a national- 
ly televised speech on March 
29, 1973, when the repatria- 
tion of the 591 was in mo- 
tion: “Tonight,” Nixon said, 
“the day we have all worked 
and prayed for has finally 
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come. For the first time in 12 years, 
no American military forces are in 
Vietnam. All our American POWs 
are on their way home.” Documents 
unearthed since then show that aides 
had already briefed Nixon about the 
contrary evidence. 


¢ The Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) 
collected 1,600 firsthand and 14,000 sec- 
ondhand reports of live American POWs. 
Schanberg elucidated: 


Methinks he doth protest too much: Senator John McCain, a POW 

in Vietnam, has been the most tenacious opponent of those trying to 
expose the truth about our POWs in Vietnam. During his time on the 
U.S. Senate Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs, the ill-tempered son 
and grandson of admirals berated POW family members as conspiracy 
theorists and “dime-store Rambos,” and brought one woman to tears. 


Some of the witnesses were given 
lie-detector tests and passed. Sources 
provided me with copies of these wit- 
ness reports, which are impressive in 
their detail.... Yet the DIA, after re- 
viewing all these reports, concluded 
that they ‘do not constitute evidence’ 
that men were alive. 


* Reports from Thai communications of- 
ficers that American POWs were moved 
from one camp to another were ignored 
as not credible because they were from a 
“third party” — a third party, Schanberg 
noted, trained by the United States: 


Here, from CIA files, is an example 
that clearly exposes the farce. On 
Dec. 27, 1980, a Thai military signal 
team picked up a message 
saying that prisoners were 
being moved out of Attopeu 
(in southern Laos) by air- 
craft “at 1230 hours.” Three 
days later a message was 
sent from the CIA station 
in Bangkok to the CIA di- 
rector’s office in Langley. It 
read, in part: “The prisoners 
... are now in the valley in 
permanent location (a pris- 
on camp at Nhommarath in 
Central Laos). They were 
transferred from Attopeu to 
work in various places.... 
POWs were formerly kept 
in caves and are very thin, 
dark and starving.” Appar- 
ently the prisoners were 
real. But the transmission 
was declared “invalid” by 
Washington because the 
information came from a 
“third party” and thus could 
not be deemed credible. 


* Government satellite photos 
show U.S. military distress 
signals on the ground even 
in the late 1980s and early 
1990s. “Not a single one 
of these markings was ever 
deemed credible,” he wrote. 
“To the layman’s eye, the sat- 
ellite photos, some of which 
I’ve seen, show markings on 
the ground that are identical to 
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Travesty teller: Sydney Schanberg, the award-winning journalist most notable for his book The 
Death and Life of Dith Pran, which was turned into the film The Killing Fields, exposed the truth 
about the POWs the government left in Vietnam. He wrote a major exposé about POWs that was 
published during the ill-fated 2008 presidential campaign of John McCain, the mercurial senator 
from Arizona whose time as a POW has immunized him from criticism. 


the signals that American pilots had been 
specifically trained to use in their survival 
courses — such as certain letters, like X 
or K, drawn in a special way. Other mark- 
ings were the secret four-digit authentica- 
tor numbers given to individual pilots.” 

No matter. The Pentagon called them 
“shadows and vegetation”: 


On one occasion, a Pentagon photo 
expert refused to go along. It was a 
missing man’s name gouged into a 
field, he said, not trampled grass or 
paddy berms. His bosses responded 
by bringing in an outside contractor 
who found instead, yes, shadows and 
vegetation. This refrain led Bob Tay- 
lor, a highly regarded investigator on 
the Senate committee staff who had 
examined the photographic evidence, 
to comment to me: “If grass can spell 
out people’s names and secret digit 
codes, then I have a newfound re- 
spect for grass.” 


The late Billy Hendon, who represented 
North Carolina’s 11th District before he 
became a full-time champion of the miss- 
ing POWs and their families, supported 
this aspect of Schanberg’s claim. He fea- 
tured one of those photos on the cover his 
book, An Enormous Crime: The Definitive 
Account of American POWs Abandoned in 
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Southeast Asia. That book was the result of 
Hendon’s long quest to bring those POWs 
home. The image in the photo? “USA,” 
followed by a classified code. 
¢ The government also collected informa- 
tion, Schanberg reported, from a classified 
program called PAVE SPIKE that, once 
again, showed live POWs seeking help. 
PAVE SPIKE used devices that were 
“motion sensors, dropped by air, designed 
to pick up enemy troop movements. 
Shaped on one end like a spike with an 
electronic pod and antenna on top, they 
were designed to stick in the ground as 
they fell.” An aircraft flying above col- 
lected the information from the spikes. 
However, a downed airman — or escap- 
ing POW — could manually enter data 
and send it. Said Schanberg: 


In 1974, a year after the supposedly 
complete return of prisoners, the 
gathered data showed that a person 
or people had manually entered into 
the sensors — as U.S. pilots had been 
trained to do — no less than 20 au- 
thenticator numbers that correspond- 
ed exactly to the classified authenti- 
cator numbers of 20 U.S. POWs who 
were lost in Laos. 


POW activist Dolores Alfond, who died 
a few years ago, gave that information to 
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the committee, apparently without anyone 
contesting her claims. And that’s where 
McCain comes in: 


McCain attended that committee 
hearing specifically to confront Al- 
fond because of her criticism of the 
panel’s work. He bellowed and be- 
rated her for quite a while. His face 
turning anger-pink, he accused her of 
“denigrating” his “patriotism.” The 
bullying had its effect — she began 
to cry. 

After a pause Alfond recovered 
and tried to respond to his scorch- 
ing tirade, but McCain simply turned 
away and stormed out of the room. 
The PAVE SPIKE file has never been 
declassified. We still don’t know any- 
thing about those 20 POWs. 


¢ When National Security Advisor Henry 
Kissinger negotiated the Paris Peace 
Accords in 1973, the North Vietnamese 
Communists pulled a fast one, telling 
the administration that it had only 591 
prisoners, but U.S. officials knew they 
were lying. 

Kissinger commented on a transcript 
found in Soviet archives of a briefing 
from a North Vietnamese general to the 
politburo in Hanoi. The general told the 
communist leadership that 1,251 Ameri- 
cans were in captivity, and that the regime 
planned to withhold them to squeeze war 
reparations out of the United States. Just 
591, again, came home. 

Said Kissinger, as Hendon’s book re- 
ports, “If that document is authentic, and it 
is hard to imagine who would have forged 
it, for what purpose, then I think an enor- 
mous crime has been committed.” Indeed 
it would have been an enormous crime. 
The Vietnamese likely believed the United 
States reneged on the promised booty. As 
Schanberg reported, “The North Vietnam- 
ese tied the prisoner issue tightly to the 
issue of reparations”: 


They were adamant in refusing 
to deal with them separately. Fi- 
nally, in a Feb. 2, 1973 formal let- 
ter to Hanoi’s premier, Pham Van 
Dong, Nixon pledged $3.25 billion 
in “postwar reconstruction” aid 
“without any political conditions.” 
But he also attached to the letter a 
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Tracy Usry discusses memo naming 19 servicemen the Vietnamese admitted they captured. 
aview the 
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codicil that said the aid would be 
implemented by each party “in ac- 
cordance with its own constitutional 
provisions.” That meant Congress 
would have to approve the appro- 
priation, and Nixon and Kissinger 
knew well that Congress was in no 
mood to do so. The North Vietnam- 
ese, whether or not they immedi- 
ately understood the double-talk in 
the letter, remained skeptical about 
the reparations promise being hon- 
ored—and it never was. Hanoi thus 
appears to have held back prison- 
ers—just as it had done when the 
French were defeated at Dien Bien 
Phu in 1954 and withdrew their 
forces from Vietnam. In that case, 
France paid ransoms for prisoners 
and brought them home. 


¢ Schanberg offered other examples, con- 
tinuing at some length: a Delta Force com- 
mando who stated he trained for abruptly 
aborted POW rescue missions; confirma- 
tion testimony by Admiral Thomas Moor- 
er, former chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff; a plan during the Reagan adminis- 
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tration to buy the POWs for $4 billion, and 
the story of Colonel Millard Peck. 

Peck was a highly decorated combat 
veteran who quit his job as chief of the 
DIA’s POW branch, accusing the gov- 
ernment of a “cover-up” and reiterating 
Tighe’s conclusion that the government 
had a “mindset to debunk.” Wrote Peck in 
his resignation letter: 


From what I have witnessed, it ap- 
pears that any soldier left in Viet- 
nam, even inadvertently, was, in fact, 
abandoned years ago, and that the 
farce that is being played is no more 
than political legerdemain done with 
“smoke and mirrors” to stall the issue 
until it dies a natural death. 


Even the government’s Select Committee 
report published in 1993 amazingly told 
the truth. One just had to read the whole 
thing, which, as Schanberg noted, most 
journalists didn’t do: 


The Executive Summary, which 
comprised the first 43 pages, was 
essentially a whitewash, saying that 


Perplexed over war makers: Army 
criminal investigator Tracy Usry (center) 
was astounded to find that despite loads 
of evidence proving America left POWs in 
Vietnam, high-ranking people buried the 
information. 


only “a small number” of POWs 
could have been left behind in 1973 
and that there was little likelihood 
that any prisoners could still be alive. 
The Washington press corps, judg- 
ing from its coverage, seems to have 
read only this air-brushed summary, 
which had been closely controlled. 

But the rest of the 1,221-page Re- 
port on POW/MIAs was quite differ- 
ent. Sprinkled throughout are pieces 
of hard evidence that directly con- 
tradict the summary’s conclusions. 
This documentation established 
that a significant number of prison- 
ers were left behind — and that top 
government officials knew this from 
the start. These candid findings were 
inserted by committee staffers who 
had unearthed the evidence and were 
determined not to allow the truth to 
be sugar-coated. 


Documentation about surviving POWs in 
Vietnam was abundant: Sixteen-hundred 
eyewitness reports. Electronic intelligence 
with airman authenticator numbers. Dis- 
tress signals on the ground as late as the 
1990s. Two defense secretaries who say 
American POWs were left in Southeast 
Asia. And even more definitive evidence: 
that document found in Soviet archives 
showing the Vietnamese withheld more 
than 700 POWs. 

That’s about as much “evidence” as 
most rational Americans would need to 
draw something of a conclusion about 
POWs retained by Vietnam — but the 
government disagreed. 


One Investigator's Experience 
The government’s official resistance to 
admitting the truth didn’t begin with the 
Select Committee’s efforts or McCain’s 
angry attacks on “hoaxers,” “conspiracy 
theorists,” and “dime-store Rambos.” 
Before the Senate empaneled the Select 
Committee in the early 1990s, Tracy Usry, 
a senior criminal investigator in the U.S. 
Army specializing in white-collar crime, 


THE NEW AMERICAN ¢ SEPTEMBER 3, 2018 


was detailed to the staff of the late Sena- 
tor Jesse Helms, ranking Republican of the 
Foreign Relations Committee. 

Today, 25 years later, Usry remembers 
three key areas that he and his colleagues 
on the committee staff examined: “Did 
we leave military people behind? Did 
the government lie about No. 1? Did the 
government initiate any action against the 
POW activists?” 

The answer to all three, he told me, 
“was yes!” 

Recalled Usry in an e-mail, “We pub- 
lished our first report regarding Vietnam. 
Essentially we stated that available evi- 
dence indicated we left people behind, lied 
about it, and initiated harassment of one 
sort or another against family members of 
those missing or activists.” 

And what type of harassment was it? 
According to Usry, “We found a greater 
percentage of IRS audits as well as ha- 
rassment by federal agencies. [We] even 
found where a federal agency prohibited 
by law to conduct activities in the U.S. did 
so against POW activists.” 

In the end Usry told me, “American per- 
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sonnel were knowingly left behind after 
the end of the Vietnam war.” The probe 
found likewise for POWs after the Korean 
War and World War II. 

The government buried the truth, Usry 
said, because it’s “politically advanta- 
geous to do so. Simply move on!” 

Usry also observed, correctly, that “with 
the exception of the Vietnam war, all this 
was played out in the media at the respec- 
tive times of each war. It had short term 
traction and went away.” 

Sadly, Usry’s experience left him some- 
what cynical. “In all honesty, this whole 
issue while I was still in the service soured 
me regarding the system,” he wrote. “I 
listened to a general officer lie to a con- 
gressman regarding this issue. I interacted 
with two commanders of the DIA POW/ 
MIA office who lied about the issue. I 
challenged investigators within DIA who 
either lied or were incompetent!” 

Like Schanberg and many others, Usry, 
who spent much of his life in military 
service, sadly concluded that the govern- 
ment lied about the POWs abandoned in 
Southeast Asia. 


Some questions: How many POWs were 
alive in the 1990s when Usry gathered 
evidence, were any alive when Schanberg 
wrote, and, finally, are any alive today? 

In response to that second question, 
Usry says no. Once Vietnam received 
the diplomatic recognition it sought in 
1995, it likely executed any remaining 
Americans. Beyond that, 25 or so years 
have passed since the influence of POW 
activists peaked in the 1990s. And now, 
many of the activists and family members 
who spoke for the American boys left in 
Southeast Asia have died. And so the 
voices for those men have died, too. The 
Pentagon, Usry observed, simply waited 
for the inevitable. 

One last note. As reported in our main 
story, Helms’ staff issued a report claim- 
ing American POWs were held in the So- 
viet Union. That report ended in a mass 
firing, including Usry, in January 1992, 
yet before the year was out, Russian Pres- 
ident Boris Yeltsin admitted that Ameri- 
can POWs were there, some of them from 
Vietnam possibly languishing in psychi- 
atric hospitals. 


Retirement Planning Specialist 
IRA’s/Rollovers 
Lifetime Guaranteed Income 


Legacy Planning and Long-Term Care 


CALL NOW for your complimentary copy of The 


Money Doctor’s Guide, or a complimentary consultation! 


Dr. W. Neil 
Gallagher 
FINANCIAL i 


“Listen to Dr. Gallagher an 
He knows what he’s | 
— John F, 


L 


817-485-1825 or § 


EXERCISING THE RIGHT 


Couple Terrorized 


KHOU.com reported out of Houston on 
July 18 about a home invasion target- 
ing a married couple. Law enforcement 
says the incident began when a woman 
pulled into the driveway of her house 
and was immediately confronted by two 
armed suspects, who took her purse. The 
two criminals then forced her toward her 
house at gunpoint. 

The husband was home at the time and 
heard the sounds of what was going on 
outside. Fortunately, he was able to grab 
his firearm and face up to the suspects as 
they tried to enter the house. The husband 
fired at the men, hitting one of the suspects 
in the head and sending the other suspect 
running from the scene. The couple called 
911, and first responders transported the 
injured suspect to a nearby medical center, 
where he had emergency surgery. 


Big Finance Attacks Rights 


This column recently reported on the un- 
settling development that large financial 
institutions are trying to ban guns in ways 
that are impossible through the political 
process — through cutting off lending 
and other financial services to gun-shop 
owners — and this story shows the real- 
world impact it is having. The Bangor 
Daily News reported on June 24 about a 
small businessman in Gainesville, Geor- 
gia, who realized just how powerful the 
financial industry can be. Gary Ramey 
runs a gun-making business that sells guns 
to the public, but Ramey recently began 
branching out to selling products online 
as well. His latest venture was completely 
upended, however, when the company that 
processes his payments informed him that 
they were dropping his account. 

Ramey scrambled to find a replacement 
and soon learned that another credit card 
processing firm likewise refused to do busi- 
ness with him. Ramey was shocked to dis- 
cover that the reason these financial com- 
panies were refusing to do business with 
him was that making firearms violated their 
company policies. Ramey was stunned to 
learn that payment-processing firms are 
bypassing the legislature and ignoring the 
democratic process to institute some form 
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“.. the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” | 
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of “gun control” by unilaterally instituting 
new rules that make it much harder for gun 
makers and gun sellers to do business. 

Michael Hammond, legal counsel for 
Gun Owners of America, recognizes the 
imminent danger these backhanded mea- 
sures could have. “Ifa few banks say ‘No, 
we’re not going to give loans to gun deal- 
ers or gun manufacturers,’ all of a sudden 
the industry is threatened and the Second 
Amendment doesn’t mean much if there 
are no guns around.... If you can’t make 
guns, if you can’t sell guns, the Second 
Amendment doesn’t mean much,” Ham- 
mond was reported as saying in the Ban- 
gor Daily News. 

But gun makers such as Ramey are not 
planning to lie down and play dead in 
the wake of these provocations. Ramey 
immediately filed a complaint with the 
Georgia attorney general’s office, but 
the state rejected it on the grounds that 
credit card processing is not considered 
a financial service under applicable state 
anti-discrimination law. Ramey is livid 
about what he views as overreach by these 
companies: “We’re just a small company 
trying to survive here.... It’s hard enough 
competing with Smith & Wesson, Ruger 
and Sig Sauer.” 

But not all hope is lost for Ramey, as 
some Second Amendment activists are 
looking into what legislative changes can 
be made to deal with the problem. “We 
may have to seek legislation to make sure 
it can’t be done and that you can’t dis- 
criminate against individuals from lawful 
exercise of a constitutional right,” Larry 
Keane, senior vice president and legal 
counsel for the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation, told the Bangor Daily News. 


Gal and Gun Save Co-worker 


Fox6 reported out of Milwaukee, Wiscon- 
sin, on July 6 about a case of a disgruntled 
customer caught on tape. The surveillance 
video from a George Webb restaurant re- 
corded a dreadlocked customer going be- 
hind the counter to yell at a female employ- 
ee before lashing out in rage and punching 
a woman working near the fryer. The po- 
lice would later learn that the customer was 
irate at the waitress for taking too long and 


had demanded a refund. When the waitress 
went to talk to her manager about it, the 
man followed her into the kitchen to com- 
plain. The video shows the man aggressive- 
ly approaching a female server while obvi- 
ously yelling. Out of nowhere, he punches 
a female employee in the face. At that point, 
the female server, who was carrying con- 
cealed, pulled out her pistol and pointed it 
directly at the abusive customer. The man 
realized that he was no match for a bullet 
and left the restaurant. Local Alderman Bob 
Donovan talked about the incident, which 
occurred in his district. “It is sickening to 
see this unsuspecting worker assaulted so 
brutally by this individual.... For a man 
to do that to some innocent woman, it’s 
just beyond me.... An individual capable 
of this kind of behavior is a threat to all of 
us.... I thank God the other waitress had 
a concealed carry weapon, has a permit.... 
I shudder to think, had she not been there 
and had she not had this weapon, what this 
guy might have done,” Donovan told Fox6. 
The two women involved in the en- 
counter talked to Fox6 about their 
thoughts on what happened. Veronica 
Kaehler, the woman who got punched 
while working at the fryer and is the store 
manager, said that the suspect was a regu- 
lar at the restaurant. “I have served this 
guy many times and never had a prob- 
lem.” Kaehler was stunned when she was 
hit: “He didn’t even look at me when he 
punched me.” Kaehler also said she was 
fortunate she didn’t fall into the grill and 

sustain even more serious injuries. 
Miranda Schaefer, the server who pulled 
her gun on the attacker, said, “I had to put 
two hands on the gun to show them, like, 
‘I am serious. You need to go.”” Ironically 
enough, it was only a day earlier that the 
restaurant owner told Schaefer she was 
permitted to bring her gun to work for her 
own safety. Both Kaehler and Schaefer ac- 
knowledged that crime is rampant in the 
neighborhood and is only getting worse. 
The restaurant upgraded its security, but 
Schaefer quit the night of the incident, 
feeling that her paycheck was not worth the 
risk. Kaehler will continue to work there 
because, she said, she loves her co-workers 
and regular customers too much to quit. Hi 
— PATRICK KREY 
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Venezuela Writhes 
Under Pains of 
“21st-century Socialism” 


ITEM: “Under-fire Venezuela President 
Nicolas Maduro admitted his economic 
model has ‘failed’ in the wake of food and 
medicine shortages and public service pa- 
ralysis, such as Tuesday’s power failure 
that affected 80 percent of Caracas,” re- 
ported Agence France-Presse on July 31. 
“The production models we ve tried so far 
have failed and the responsibility is ours, 
mine and yours,’ Maduro told his ruling 
PSUV party congress.” 
The Venezuelan leader said: “No more 
whining, I want solutions, comrades!” 
AFP also noted on August I that the 

president “vowed to quadruple oil produc- 
tion, which has dropped from a high of 3.2 
million barrels a day 10 years ago to a 30- 
year low of 1.5 million in 2018, but pre- 
dicted it would take two years to see ‘the 
first symptoms’ of ‘economic prosperity.’” 
ITEM: The New York Times for July 24 
carried one excuse that has been used for 
years by Maduro. Venezuela's government, 
noted the paper, “says the woes are a re- 
sult of an ‘economic war’ waged on it by 
the United States and wealthy businessmen 
hoarding supplies and raising prices.” 
Item: Nathan Robinson, the editor of 
Current Affairs, argued in that left-wing 
magazine that the situation of Venezuela 
can teach us relatively nothing about “so- 
cialism.”’ Indeed, he wrote (on May 29), 
“Tam not sure what it would mean to call 
Venezuela s government left-wing, if it did 
not follow any of the principles that I con- 
sider central to being on the left. (Empha- 
sis in original.) For example, it has been 
accused of being anti-labor.” 

Item: A BBC account (July 3, 2018) of 
the economic disaster in Venezuela did 
not even include the word “socialism” 
in its reporting about that nation that has 
been ruled for two decades by the United 
Socialist Party of Venezuela (Partido So- 
cialista Unido de Venezuela, or PSUV). 
This report covered how President Nicolas 
Maduro had promoted 16,900 soldiers as 
a reward for their “loyalty.” 
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He can’t drive the economy: 
Venezuelan President Nicolas 
Maduro, formerly a bus 

driver, has admitted that his 
administration’s efforts to shift 
the economy into a forward 
gear have failed miserably. 


Defense Minister Vladimir Padrino, a 

military general, “said those members of 
the armed forces who had been promoted 
had played a key role in securing ‘the 
institutional stability in the country and 
the safeguarding of Venezuelan democ- 
racy and peace.’” Several months earlier, 
Maduro had “demanded that members of 
the armed forces sign a document declar- 
ing their loyalty.” 
CORRECTION: Apologists for socialism 
have a favorite excuse when their panacea 
inevitably fails. They claim it wasn’t done 
correctly. Somehow, it never is. 

Former Venezuelan strongman Hugo 
Chavez called his supposedly trans- 
formative and revolutionary program 
“21st-century socialism,” (or sometimes 
“Bolivarian socialism”), as does his 
personally selected successor Nicolas 
Maduro. But it has not worked any bet- 
ter this century than socialism did in the 
last one. This always seems to surprise 
left-wingers. 

For example, the financial reporter for 
Yahoo.com maintained (May 19, 2018) 
that it is a “common misconception, rein- 
forced recently by U.S. President Donald 
Trump,” that the economic “crisis in Ven- 
ezuela is the natural result of a socialist 
system of government.” Here is how he 
defined socialism: “At its core, social- 
ism means the government disseminates 
a country’s wealth among people.” Mean- 
while, “citizens, rather than companies or 


wealthy individuals, control production 
and the distribution of goods.” 

That’s sucker-bait language. Socialism 
is more accurately identified as a system 
based on the abolition of private property 
and the alleged right of the government to 
take from individuals whatever it claims 
is necessary to serve the needs of the state 
and its programs. It is theft. 

Chavez himself (though he initially de- 
nied it) eventually admitted that he was 
a Marxist. And Karl Marx was explicit 
about what he advocated, writing that 
“the theory of the Communists may be 
summed up in the single sentence: aboli- 
tion of private property.” The Venezuelan 
movement, under Chavez and Maduro, 
has also been termed Chavismo. Leftists, 
both abroad and in the United States, hope 
we will forget how they enthusiastically 
hailed that movement. 

Statist defenders more recently have 
moved to a fallback position, asserting that 
the abysmal results of Venezuelan socialism 
can be attributed to “mismanagement.” Yet 
it was the state that directed the economy 
so that 96 percent of the country’s export 
earnings and perhaps half the government’s 
revenue came from oil. Yes, when oil pric- 
es plunged in 2014, it did hurt. But it was 
under the rule of Chavez — who talked 
(but did little more in that regard) about 
diversifying Venezuela’s economy even 
as the nation’s earnings from oil increased 
from 68.7 percent in 1998 to 96 percent. 
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That was the price for bankrolling a 
welfare state — with teeth. 

That is also why — though a poster 
outside the metro in Caracas may declare 
“Revolution Is Efficiency” — the metro 
ticket machines carry out-of-order signs 
and no longer dispense tickets: There is 
no paper for the tickets. 

On the other hand, Venezuelans do have 
their Fatherland’s Card, an electronic iden- 
tity card needed for certain welfare pro- 
grams. The card, the Wall Street Journal 
reported in March, uses “technology from 
Chinese telecom giant ZTE Corp.,” and “al- 
lows the government to keep track of who 
has voted.” This spring, essentially bribing 
voters, Maduro publicly told his supporters 
that all those who voted and showed that 
card probably would receive “a really good 
prize.” Still, large numbers abstained. 

Columnist Jeff Jacoby, a lonely conser- 
vative at the Boston Globe, was on target 
in writing about how Chavez, a “protégé 
of Fidel Castro, gradually seized control 
of every lever of state power in Venezuela. 
The constitution was rewritten to strip the 
legislature and judiciary of their indepen- 
dence, authorize censorship of the press, 


and allow Chavez to legislate by decree. 
Before long, the government acquired a 
stranglehold over the economy, including 
the huge and profitable energy sector.” 

This was once the richest country of 
Latin America; Venezuela has the largest 
oil reserves in the world. Yet, after social- 
ist “solutions” were force-fed to the na- 
tion, the government found itself unable 
to print bolivar notes fast enough to keep 
up with the hyperinflation. 

Here is part of what socialists did, in the 
words of Agence France-Presse: The Ven- 
ezuelan government “nationalized various 
industry sectors such as cement and steel, 
expropriated hundreds of businesses, in- 
cluding supermarket chains, and lately 
brought in the army to control street mar- 
kets to guard against rising prices. It has 
also fixed prices on various goods and im- 
posed a monopoly on foreign exchange.” 

To be sure, the imposition of controls on 
prices and currency, along with the nation- 
alization of businesses, did lead to misman- 
agement and corruption. That should be no 
surprise. After all, as financial writer Daniel 
Di Martino has observed, Venezuelan gov- 
ernment officials oversee “imports, food 


Trash or treasure? Here Venezuelans rummage through the scraps collected from the ground of 
a street market. Venezuela has long been lauded by U.S. liberals because of its socialist policies; 
now liberals are saying that Venezuela isn’t a proper socialist country. 
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distribution, oil shipments, and all major 
aspects of the economy.” And as the Eco- 
nomics21 writer also noted in June, the 


widespread mismanagement and cor- 
ruption of a whole industry and coun- 
try are only possible within socialism. 
Only an economy that lacks free pric- 
es and competition, with high levels 
of government involvement and tight 
regulations can harbor government 
mismanagement and corruption that 
lead to shortages and hyperinflation. 


Even as all these predictably disastrous 
policies were being instituted, the cheers 
were roaring internationally, led by those 
whom Lenin once called “useful idiots.” 
Here’s asummary (from late 2016) by col- 
umnist Jacoby: 


Ina Salon piece titled “Hugo Chavez’s 
economic miracle,” David Sirota de- 
clared that the Venezuelan ruler, with 
his “full-throated advocacy of social- 
ism,” had “racked up an economic 
record that ... American president[s] 
could only dream of achieving.” The 
Guardian offered “Three cheers for 
Chavez.” Moviemaker Oliver Stone 
filmed a documentary gushing over 
“the positive changes that have hap- 
pened economically in all of South 
America” because of Venezuela’s so- 
cialist government. And when Chavez 
died in 2013, Jimmy Carter extolled 
the strongman for “improving the lives 
of millions of his fellow countrymen.” 


The Venezuelan currency is now all but 
worthless. In July, the International Mon- 
etary Fund projected that Venezuela’s hy- 
perinflation will reach one million percent 
by the end of the year, with the government 
cranking up the printing presses (when 
paper can be found) to try to cover the hole 
in its budget. 

The Maduro government in Caracas, 
which has destroyed a once-prosperous 
oil industry, is still on the road to failure. 

The support of communist Cuba is 
vital. Indeed, while oil production in Ven- 
ezuela has almost completely collapsed, 
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Mere colored paper: Venezuelans try to exchange their currency for other currencies because 
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inflation in that country is so high that the money soon becomes nearly worthless. This is a 
common occurrence in socialist countries as the governments mismanage the economies. 


it still is supplying oil to Havana. This is 
how the Cubans have been reimbursed for 
their various services, in particular assis- 
tance with intelligence and national se- 
curity. In July, Reuters reported that Ven- 
ezuelan state-owned oil company PDVSA 
had bought almost $440 million of crude 
in foreign markets this year and delivered 
it to Cuba on favorable credit terms. This 
was done “often at a loss, according to 
internal company documents,” noted the 
wire service. 

Juan Fernandez, former PDVSA ex- 
ecutive director of planning, told the 
Florida-based El Nuevo Herald that that 
is extremely expensive, “but Maduro’s 
commitment to the Cuban regime is inde- 
structible. Venezuela goes hungry before 
he stops sending barrels to Cuba.” 

As Anastasia O’Grady put it in the Wall 
Street Journal in May, when Maduro was 
about to get another term via a sham elec- 
tion, Venezuelans were “outgunned and, 
perhaps as important, out-surveilled by 
Cuban intelligence.” The dissent among 
mid-level members of the military, she 
went on, is “no secret, 


but the top brass has so far quashed 
rebellion. Cuban-coached repression 
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has done its job. There were more 
than 12,180 political arrests between 
January 2014 and early April this 
year, according to the Venezuelan 
human-rights group Foro Penal. Jails 
and detention centers are unsafe and 
unsanitary and offer little or no food. 
Torture is common; legal representa- 
tion is not. Prisoners can linger for 
years with no trial. 

As the country has grown poorer 
and three million have fled [other esti- 
mates are higher, four million or more, 
up to 10 percent of the population], 
the regime’s power has increased. 


How is Caracas responding to this suf- 
fering it is causing? The Maduro regime 
will be knocking off five zeros from the 
bolivar. This is the feckless tactic formerly 
used in Zimbabwe, to no good end. It is 
also a step-up of sorts of the Chavez rem- 
edy deployed in 2008, when that strong- 
man lopped three zeros from the national 
currency. 

In a similar vein, because of the curren- 
cy debacle, according to Bloomberg, Ven- 
ezuelan parking lot attendants have been 
accepting baguettes as payment. The bar- 
ter system is prevalent. Various accounts 
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relate how some Venezuelan women have 
been forced into prostitution, with pay- 
ments rendered in food. 

Water shortages and power cuts are 
widespread. Maracaibo, known as the 
capital of the oil industry, suffered power 
cuts five to seven times daily this spring. 
“Without refrigeration, ingredients [at 
a bakery] spoil,” noted the Economist. 
Meanwhile, “electronic payment systems 
don’t work so customers can’t pay (there 
is a shortage of cash too).” 

As it happens, some in Venezuela have 
been protected by the worst of the suffer- 
ing because they receive foreign remit- 
tances, or their salaries or savings are paid 
in U.S. dollars. 

But Venezuela’s horrors are not the fault 
of an “economic war” by the United States. 
Although one supposes that avowed social- 
ist Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders might 
argue otherwise. After all, it was not too 
long ago (see, for example, his press re- 
lease on August 5, 2011) that the senator 
insisted that “the American dream is more 
apt to be realized” in places such as Ven- 
ezuela, “where incomes are actually more 
equal” than in this country. One might bet- 
ter argue that socialism has distributed suf- 
fering more equally in Venezuela. 

So what has socialism wrought in Ven- 
ezuela? Well, consider the experiences of 
Rafael Acevedo and Luis Cirocco, lead- 
ing members with the Venezuelan Free- 
dom Movement. The two men described 
hyperinflation, firsthand, in the Austrian 
(as reprinted by the Mises Institute). As 
they put it: 


We have people eating garbage, 
schools that do not teach, hospitals 
that do not heal, long and humiliat- 
ing lines to buy flour, bread, and basic 
medicines. We endure the militariza- 
tion of practically every aspect of life. 


They are unequivocal: “Socialism is the 
cause of the Venezuelan misery.” 

They sounded off on the true fruits of 
socialism: “Anyone in Venezuela would 
be happy to eat out of America’s trashcans. 
It would be considered gourmet.” Hi 

— WILLIAM P. HoAR 
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Will Trump Stop U.S.-China Convergence? 


n July 7, 2015, Com- 
munist China’s 
premier, Li Kequi- 


ang, and China’s ruling State 
Council issued their new 10- 
year “strategic blueprint” to 
dominate global hi-tech man- 
ufacturing. They named this 
ambitious roadmap “Made in 
China 2025.” Their 38-page 
document outlining this blue- 
print notes: “China is still in 
the process of industrialization 
and there remain gaps between 
China and advanced econo- 
mies. Chinese manufacturing 
is large but not yet strong.” 

The Chinese Commu- 
nist Party’s prescription for 
achieving a strong industrial economy targets key technology 
sectors: semiconductors (computer chips), robotics, cloud com- 
puting, artificial intelligence, pharmaceuticals and advanced 
medical products, aerospace and aeronautical equipment, rail- 
way transportation equipment, modern maritime transport, new- 
energy vehicles and equipment — and much more. 

How did Beijing’s commissars intend to achieve these lofty 
goals? The same way they achieved their phenomenal indus- 
trial/economic successes of the past 50 years: partner up with 
globalist U.S. corporations to get as much over-the-counter 
technology and expertise as possible — and steal the rest. This 
tried-and-true path had worked wonderfully for them through 
U.S. Republican and Democratic administrations, and they had 
every reason to believe it would continue to produce the same 
spectacular results. “Made in China 2025” became a mantra to 
direct and inspire all of Chinese society, and to instill confidence 
in the Communist Party’s vision and leadership. 

However, something happened in 2016 that has upset the 
grandiose plans not only of China’s communist elites, but the 
plans of their globalist elite comrades in the West as well. The 
election of Donald Trump has thrown a big wrench into their 
well-oiled “trade” machine. President Trump has specifically 
taken aim at the “Made in China 2025” master plan, citing na- 
tional security concerns to nix Chinese deals with and acquisi- 
tions of U.S. chip makers. China’s giant manufacturing base is 
the world’s biggest consumer of semiconductors, but they are 
dependent on U.S.-made chips. Last year the Trump administra- 
tion fined Chinese telecom titan ZTE Corp $1.3 billion — the 
largest fine ever assessed by the United States for export con- 
trol violations — and banned U.S. companies from exporting 
semiconductors to ZTE. He also signed legislation prohibiting 
U.S. government agencies from buying products from ZTE and 
Huawei Technologies, another of China’s “national champion” 
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tech giants closely aligned 
with the Communist Party. 

In another unprecedented 
move, the Trump administra- 
tion zeroed in on China’s ex- 
ploitation of America’s high- 
tech university programs. The 
number of Chinese student 
visas has exploded in recent 
years. There are now 350,000 
Chinese students at U.S. col- 
leges and universities, ac- 
counting for one out of three 
foreign students. Twenty-five 
percent of graduate students in 
U.S. STEM (Science Technol- 
ogy Engineering Mathemat- 
ics) programs are Chinese 
foreign nationals. They are 
an important component of the “Made in China 2025” blueprint. 
The Trump administration has dramatically shortened the STEM 
student visa, from five years to one year, and has initiated more 
strenuous screening. 

These and similar White House moves have been greeted 
with howls of protest by China (naturally), as well as by the 
usual pro-Beijing lobby. However, after these initial outbursts, 
an interesting thing happened. Chinese officials, agencies, and 
media platforms ceased mentioning “Made in China 2025.” 

And another interesting thing: U.S. globalists suddenly discov- 
ered that China’s aggressive push for tech acquisitions represents 
an “existential threat’’ to the United States. “In the saga of the U.S.- 
China economic rivalry, Made in China 2025 is shaping up to be the 
central villain, the real existential threat to U.S. technological lead- 
ership,” says Lorand Laskai, a research associate at the Council on 
Foreign Relations (CFR), in a piece for the CFR’s website. 

Goodness, you say, these are the one-worlders who have been 
the chief sponsors of aid-and-trade with China for decades. It 
looks like these Deep State folks at the CFR are finally waking 
up to reality. Not so fast; it’s not what it seems. Just as Xi Jinping 
and the rest of the ruling thugs in Beijing realize it’s not smart 
now to broadcast their “Made in China 2025” boasts, so too their 
CFR colleagues recognize it’s a propitious time to shift rhetoric. 

However, while Laskai and some CFR members now peddle 
faux concern about China’s threat, the rest of the CFR cabal are 
pushing ahead with still more treasonous trade. As we have re- 
ported online, the National Committee on U.S.-China Relations 
(NCUSCR), a major CFR front, is sponsoring a national “China 
Town Hall” webcast on October 9 featuring former Secretary of 
State Condoleezza Rice (CFR) and dozens of other “leading ex- 
perts.” And billionaire Wall Streeters, such as Blackstone Group’s 
chairman Stephen Schwarzman (CFR), continue pushing mergers 
and convergence with China. This battle is far from over. Hi 
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